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As part of a series aimed at developing better
(suemer, 1972)

hypotheses abou® community, educational, and individual factors
affecting the future adjustment of rural southeastern youths, who as

Ath graders in 1963-64, represented 16 rural counties,

(North and

South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi) remained irn the
county until age 16, and were eligible for a Neighborhood Youth Corps
(NYC) project, and not currently institutionalized, in the armed
torces, or deceased. Long-term county residents gathered extensive
information about each county, its school systea, and staff meabers
during the 1967-68 school year., Questionnaires pailed to 1,764 :
students, surveyed their early history, experiences since 1967,
eaployment history, social adjustament, advanced education, and
migration patterns; those still in school were asked about their
school, general course of study, grade point average, and scope of

ag*racurricular activities,

Data were analyzed to deteraine whether

¢he systematic relationships hypothesized actually existed. Some

findings were:

(1) the dropout problem was critical and its

prevention should be the highest priority objective of any program
for rural youths; and (2) 27 percent of the black males, 24 percent
of *he black fenales, B percent of the white females, and none of the
vhite males were onrolled in an NYC project. Some comparisons are

made with *¢he North Central states' study,
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The results of our present study show that black youths do not ad-

just to the city better than white youths do. However, they are less
likely to return home as a result of poor adjustment. For example, of
those migrants who did uot make new friends easily in the city, half of
the white youths but only one-tenth of the black youths moved back to
their riral communities. Similar patterns were found with other measures
of adjustment to the city. Black youths who move to the city from the
most agricultural parts of the rural South are less likely to return home
than those who come from less agricultural rural areas. This relationship

does not hold for white youths,

In the North Central states a majority of rural youths grow up
under conditions of isolation. Extreme i{solation was shown to have a
negative effect on their later employment and social adjustment. This
kind of isolation is not present in the Southeast where there are more
people per square mile and better transportation, and where major urban
centers are within easy commuting distances of most rural areas. Even

80, there was some evidence that isolation has an effect on the emp loy-

ment adjustument of those who grow up in the rural Southeast, although the
effect is not negative. Among those who stay in their rural communities,
about BO percent of noncollege youths enter blue-collar jobs. 1In contrast,
of thoéicé%o leave the rural communities and move to a city, only 46 per-
cent of those from éommunities further than 80 miles from a major urban
center enter blue-collar occupations, and 84 percent who are from communi-
ties within 55 miles from an urban center enter blue-collar jobs.

In general, we found no relationship between having had a part-tir-
Job while in school and occupational adjustment later on. When we control
for race and sex, those who had part-time work tend to get slizhtly higher
entry level wages, but this difference is not large enough to he significant.

When schools are compared on a region-by-region basis, southeastern
schools appear to be of much poorer quality than those in other regions of
the country.. The Southeast is more rural than the other major regions;

therefore, a larger proportion of its schools are rural schools. Our
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‘the Southeast.

: Central states. Generally, the Southern schools have a such lovergtt

'jcr pupil expenditures in the North Central states occur in the s j;ﬁf"'
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findings suggest that Southern rural schools do not compare too unfaVass _
#bly with rural schools in the North; but rural schools throughout the ~}f?;
eountry tend to be smaller and lesas well-staffed, and to have fewer Qoawit o
offerings than urban schools. One of the major recommendations ll'ﬂ.‘ﬂ‘
from our previous study of the rural areas in the North Central. ltAiQi-ﬂQ‘
that any program for rural youth must be aimed at stengthening an ',' .:
quate rural educational system, vather than depending on that lyltlgtjag .
ptovide the supportive services for the rural youth program. This ;fj; :
wsndation s equally applicable to our findings concerning the sc it &

Rural schools ia the Southeast are larger than those in the li@ﬁh
pupil expenditure than the North Central schools. Hewever, the htilﬂat

fiiral schools; per pupil expenditure in the larger rural schools 1l-iliﬁi _
equal in the two regions.

Core curriculum offerings in schools in the two regions of &hi‘, |
¢ountry were very similar. Schools in the North Central states offyséd
wmore in the vay of arts and music education; those in the Southeast vers
sore likely to offer occupational familiarisation, on-the=jod trliﬂﬁﬂl“
or work study programs. The broader offering of occupationally related
subjects in the Southeastern schools was related in large part to the
gractice of hiring teachers in the vocational area who do not have ‘tgrig;.
Most of these are gradnates of vocational and technical schools. This pres~ .
tice 1s not followed in the North Central states. Aside from these Kot
degree vocational teachers, the educational level of teachers in rural
Southern schools and rural North Central schools are about the same, with
some slight advantage in terms of numbers of teachers with Masters degrees

in the Southeast.

A cluster of occupationally oriented services in ‘these schools,
centering around vocational training and counseling, appear to have &
negative influence on the college attendance of black students. The

0013
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11‘!:tr achools tend to offer these servicea; the amaller schools and the
dtlritatcd schools do not, A detailed analysis suggests strongly that
nlﬂitiv. counseling takes place with respect to college education for
-l;qg@ students and, to a lesser degree, female students.

7 _ - Desegregation of the schools has occurred much mere rapidly in

: ?t.?? C% counties that are dependent on industry than those that are most

i 'jj' t on agriculture. Segregated schools tend to lack trained couns . -
g ititil and do not offer a broad range of occupatien-oriented services,

~ 3n-the North Central states, the more agriculturally based the
;:;fgﬂ gounty is, the higher is the proportion ef young psople who go te
B 1J”W:“ « In the Southeastern counties that had a high proportion of pq.ﬁ
EE uintftn employed in agriculturs, 84 percent of the white youths and 42 'j o
!i:ttlt of the black youths went on to college; the college attendance . =
. iiﬁt for rural youths from less agriculturally oriented counties is lulﬁ?-f“
-iiﬂi!a In view of our finding that 72 percent of the black youths {n R
fhﬁby,eountios came from families with incomes below $3000, this is a
surprisingly high college attendance rate among dlacks. Whereas 31 pare
ccai-n! our black sample said they did not go on to college because they
41& not have enough money, only 9 parcent of our white sample made this RN
statement. : . ~%§eg

Most school-related factors had no apparent effect on the occupas
tional adjustment of the noncollege youths in this study. It was found
that those who attend small schools are more likely to enter dlue-collar
occupations and not as likely to enter sales occupations as those vho ate
tend larger rural schools.

Dropping out of school is a major prodblem in the Southeast. Not
oaly do many rural youths drop out at the end of 8th grade, but, of those ,
who do enter high school, large numbers leave before |rndu¢tioh. The drep- :
out problem in the rural areas of the North Central states is so small that
prevention of school dropouts becomss a questionable objective for o rural

«le
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-ltudento from poorer families are more likely to drop out of lchoolf

youth program. In the Southeast, the dropout problem is critical and its
ptevention perhaps should be the highest priority objective of any program
for rural youths,

, The dropout rate for black students is much Higher than that tf
Ihtto students although the white dropout rate i{s about 3 to 4 tines. _
greater than we encountered in the rural parts of the Nerth Central geq@a ¥.

~.‘

' zhoso from families with higher incomes. Of those who indicated thqij”_“

' t;ailion did not have enough money to buy essential feod, clothing il‘ A
| #helter, 62 percent of the white students and 41 percent of the blaii,ltuﬂ

‘ Mtl dropped out of school. Among those sechool dropouts who ulm
: zt our questionnaire, over 90 percent of the black youths and only 1l~g¢rn

~lid been available to them.

. youths from families with similar incomes. Participation in thess pregtums

eént of white youths say they would have stayed in school had ttncuﬁilﬁ

One portion of the study dealt with the youths' pcr:tcipatto&~§gf:'“
MDTA programs, the NYC program and in the Job Corps. We found thas t?
parcent of the black males, 24 percent of the black females, § peresit -
of the vhite females, and none of the white males in our sample wers one
tolled in one or more of these programs. The proportion of ex-enrolisss
in these programs who later enter college 1s much higher than ameng lihi!

doas not appear to be related to measures of later employment cdjuntllﬂﬂ;

These findings suggest the need for a rural youth program sparatiag -
oa two levels. The present NYC-11 progrum with its emphasis on skill tradme
ing for those who have dropped out of school is an adequate model for ene
level. 1t should be expanded to cover more rural communities in the Seuth-
east., The second level, an in-school program, is not adequately coversd by
the NYC~1 model. The in-school program should supplement the rural edusa=~
tional system,particularly in small and in segregated schools, with oceupa-
tionally related services and counseling. Emphasis should be on dropout
ptevention and, for this reason, the program should be broadened to cover
8th graders. The guidelines for such a program, based on the findings of

the present study, are presented in a separate report.
g~

0018




S T T TR AR AT e TR T e TR

INTRODUST 1GH

- em e

An Overview

This studh 15 part of a larger program of research for the
Department o Labor to determine the kinds of programs that would
be of optimum benefit to rural youth, Since there are bro.d re-
glomil differcaces {n the rural environment and economic base, the
problems facing vural youths are likely to vary from reéion to re-
glon. And within a slngle reglon, the problems of the youths from
different cthnic groups differ. Therefore, the program is being
conducted as a scries of repional studies, rather than as a single

natlonwide study,

Ta each study we arc looking for factors that affect the
later employhility of rural white youths and, where the popula=-
tion mix warrants it, of rural American Indian youths, rural black
youths, and vural Chicano youths., As a first step, background re-
search 1s urlertaken in which the opinions of experts are treated
as hypotheses to be tested in a longitudinal study of the rural
youths {n the reslon or in the cultural group of interest. This
approach {s outlined in Fipure 1 on the following page.
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hone bviotiivsns that are substant{ated {u the lonpftudinal
study f rural vourh gre anabyeed furthior Inoa later phase of thc
resvaccn-to detoraine 1F this Informtion can ba of use in develop-
Ing a set of quidelines for a vodel program,  This analysis and the

steps roquired to develop the guidelines are showm in Figure 2,

Eﬂ;.l ' Vire first of these regional studles was conducted in the ;
B Korth Central states, PFellowing a longttudinal « study of 1100 youtha,g
we develoned prooran guldelines on the basls of our research find-
Ings. The resultinyg North Ceatral Rural Youth Program emphasizea

those factors shown by the research to have had a positive effect

S o0 the future of these rural youths and is almed at counteracting
R those fu:tors thit were shown to have had a detrimental effect on
o thelr future,

-:;;5' ‘ The program we developed has now been implemented 1in a three=
5 state exserirent to evaluate its effectiveness., About 1000 rural
gf" : youths {a [owa, lNobraska and Minnesota are enrolled in the program,
B and an equal number from matched cormunities have been assigned to

a control group., The design of this evaluation phase is outlined

in Figure 3,

‘he present report is concerned with the background research
that we have carrfed out in the Southeast w=e in the States of Alabama,
Georgfa, “M{ssiselppl, North Carolina md South Carolina, The infore

mation contained [n this report will be uged in developing guidelines -3
for a rurval youth progranm designed specliically for youths from these 3
atates,

In examining the data that we have pathered we find that there

are scveral major difforences Setween rural arcas of the North Central
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*In the Noarth Central stotes a cross-sectional sample of rural
youth was selected by first selecting a sarple of 18 rural coun-
tiecs.  These countles were a representatlve cross section of all
dorth €-ntreal roral conntics on the basis of nopulation density,
pedian fa=ily income, and levels of outmigration, In the South-
casl, 16 rural conarlss were selected to represent a cross soee
tion of a1l rural cowatics on the Sasis of population density,
veraininue of wonviite populaticn and outuigration level., In
both restorey Tats oF steboals who had LYeen in the cighth grade
eloht vears =sevlans to the tire of the rescarch wore used as the

N o 3} BN -
SGHTCe ol the ~-v'1.'.,.l]v:'.
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Tor ®ind of {<olarion faced by rural youths growing up in
the North Central wilates (s not present in the Southeast, In the
Southeast thoere are swore people por square nile, transportation
13 boetter, and distances Lo major urban centers tend to be shorter
than {n the North Central states., For example, only 36 percent of
éhe raral yooths {n the Southcast, but 60 peernt-of the sauple in
the North Central states, lived 85 miles or more from a city of
100,000 or mare population. Distance of the county from a city of
10,000 or more ropulation was also different in the two reglions
(See Table 1),

Az 1s shown fn Table 2, only 17 percent ol the North Central
-i‘staCes rural counties had populations of more than 28 people per
square mile; ia the Southeast 62 percent had more than 28 people
per square unile. Moveover, over one~third of the counties in the
. North Cerntral states had less than 13 people per square mile; none

K of the counties in the Southeast were this sparsely settled,

Az Table 3 shows, public transportation, in terms of the num-
ber of scheluled stops in the county per week, was better in the
Southeast than in the North Central states. Vhereas 19 percent of
the rural youths in the North Central states study had grown up
in countles with no public transportation at all; only 2 percent of
the rural youths in the Southeast had grown up in counties with no

‘publlc transp.rtat lon.
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Table 3

Proportion of Rural Ycutiis in Fach of Two Regions
Who Lived in Counties i'ith Specified Levels of
Public Transportation
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C o : i soarvewed g oth e o rhoast, halt had oo )
popuel . et W s ones A0 percent Slach, o rais isx in sharp cuon - o
trast.wi:h tho vural comnties {n the North Central states, wvhare
the bluch poartanion was Wlrost nonesitent.  Race Is an irmportant
component of i diffevences discussed below == in the avaflabliity
of jobs, poverty, outmipralion. deonout rates and quality of edu-
catior. The ir lic.tlons of race fer these problems are discussed
under oalh to) dc, ’
The Availability of Jobs
A major difference betveen rural areas in the North Central
and “outheast regions lies in the proportions of the populations
) that are ewployed in agriculture and in manufacturing., In both
regions, the apportenity to farw {s tecomlng more limited cach
year. Althoush the nutber of acres belng farmed have increased,
the nusber of farnma have decreased as farms are being consolidated. -
However, {n the Southeast, perhaps because of its denser rural pop- ]
ulation, industry is beginning to rove into the rural arcas and !
rural youths are able to find local employment in nanufacturing. T

The North Central states with its sparser population has
not attracted =anufacturing companies to the rural areas as readily
as the Soathoe,t,  In the North Central states over three-fourths
of the counties had less than 15 perceat of the population employed
In ranufncturin~y fn the Southeast none of the couftfes had this
small a proportios of the papulating ernloyed In manufacturing (sce
Table “).  Thus, the North Central vonths who are foreed off the

farm oo ro choice but to mizrate to the Yarger towns or ciodes

In seurch of e-nlayienat,




Proocciloror el Dopaiation frpbaed I Mainiacturing iaoa
Aot sl Do Crone Hoot Dan o AT Her b Conntes im oo Heiang

S L B L e s W e GG W S e w4 b T aa @ tam el 4 i o cae v et vy e
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North Central CLA 6D 3 (DY 1 (e7)
0 () 7 a9 (367) e

As peeopnle quit farming in the Southeast they can remain in
their honos and comaute to nearby towns to work; in the North Central
states they move to larger towns to live, This is pointed up by the
proportion-of the sample in each ragion who lived in towns of lesgs
thaz 250 nopulitlon or on a fam while they were growing up., In
the North Centril stites only 14 percent of the sample nrew
up oa farms or {n towns of under 250 people. In the Southeast, the
majority (54 percent of whites, 74 percent of blacks) grew up in
towng of under 230 people or on farms., This does not, however, mean
that ihe rural South {g more agricultursl than the rural North,
Twelve counties in the North Central states had over 25 percent of
the popnlation employed in agriculture, whereas only onc county in
the Southeast had more than 25 percent of the population employed

in agriculture (see Table 5).
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When the young people who moved to the city were asked why
they had left the rural arcas, 46 percent of North Central youths
and 43 percent of black youths from the Southeast said lack of jobs

had {nflucnced them to move. 1In the Southeast, however, white youths

apparently have no trouble getting jobs, probably because of the
manufacturinz plants that are moving into the rural arecas. Only
13 percent of waite youths who had moved said lack cf jobs was

4 reasun for leaving their rural home counties. Thus, although
there are jobs avallable in the rural Southeast, they are more

avatluble to white youths than to black youths (see Table 6),
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e e ren e hotveen the North Coctral aod Southeastern
reglots wich res oot to poverty seen Lo be related to race, The -
white sprpole o the Southeast and the North Central sample, which
{s all thtu, were uearly fdentical In the proportion who answered
that thotr tasiiy income was under $3000 a year, or that theiy fam-
ilies did not have enough moncy tor essentials.  Only 6 percent of
the North Central states sarple and 8 percent of the white Southe
east sample satd thelr famlly income was less than §3000, and only
about 5 percent of vach of these samples sald that their familices

did not have enough money to buy the essentialg =- food, clothing,

and shelter,  However the proportion of black youths in the Southeast

who gave these replivs was incredibly high; 56 percent had family
incomes of less than $3000 and 38 percent said that thele families

lacked cnough money tu purchase essent{als (see Tables 7 and 8).
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Qutmigration

The patterns of population growth in the rural communities {n the
two tregions differ considerably, Of the 18 counties studied in the North
Central states, 9 had last 10 percent or move of their population between
1960 and 1970; only five counties had gained population. In the 16 coun~
ties studied in the Southeast, none had lost 10 percent or more of theiy
population between 1960 and 1970, and 10 counties had gained more than
1).2,porccnt by inmigration (see Table 9).

The destination of the outmigrants was also different in the twe
tegions. In the North Central states, the majority of the young people
moved to cities of under 100,000 population. In the Southeast, fer fewer
rural youths moved from their home counties; those who did, tended to meve
to cities of over 100,000 population (see Table 10).

As shown in Table 11, outni;fncton in the North Central states 48
highly selective of the better-educated youths. This 4s not as true in
the Southeast, although more college-bound whites than other white youths
do leave.

0030




Table 9

Net Population Change in a Representative éro.. Section of
Rural Counties in the Southeast and i{n the North Central States

Dl e e e singe, £ REUE ahue St 4 3
s - 1

NP D
Number with Net Population Change (%):
Region et
=10.0 or more | =9.9 to =0.0 | +0.b to 13.2 15,2
ki, -
— S,
North Central 9 (28%) & (22%) 3 (17%) 2 .;iiif‘
Southeast 0 (OX) 2 (12%) A (as%) | 10 —ChOME -
Table 10
Proportion of Rural Youths Who Migrated to
a City from Their Rural Home Counties
Migrants to City, by Size of City ;
Region - j_mr__, -
<100,000 pop. 100,000 pop. ] M
- ' - — S
Morth Central (Y4 a9 an
Southeast (black) 14% s ] 1
Southeast (white) a2 11% (14
Table 11

Proportion of Rural Youths Who Migrated
to a City; by Educational Level

Educational Level of
Migrants to Cities

Region -

9-11 l 12 »12
North Central 65% 72% 84%
Southeast (black) 39% 42% 432
Southeast (white) 21% 26% 412
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There e acweh BN wehaoo] cropouat rate in the rurael
Soutioat than e the praral Sorth Coentral states, In the Southeast
there are cane Jropeats at the end of vighth prade; this 1s not the
cage {n the Norh Central states. OF those who did enter high
school iy the Routheast, 1L percent of yhites awd 16 percent _
af blacks 1eft wohonl bejore wradaat fony In the Horth Central stategy -
only 4 . orient of thoue who entered hinh schoel dropped out of school

before praduation (See Table 12).

L Quality of Education

vt

size of Scronl '
Most rural high schools in the North Central states are small,
In the JSoutheast, this Is not so true. As shown in Table 13, B4 per-

cent of the schools attended by the rural youths whom we studied

In the MNorth Central states had under 200 students i{n grades 10
throush 12,and about half the schools had fewer than 100 studeuts,
In the Soatheast only 573 percent of the schools had under 200 pupils
in grades 10 through 12,and only 10 percent had fewer than 100 stu-
dents,

Expentiture per Pupil
The amount of moncy spent per pupll is often used as one
measure of the quality of education, Generally, the southern schools

have a muchc lower per pupll ezpendfture than the North Central
schools,  As can be seen fn Table 14, 50 pereent of the North Central

rural schiools apent $390 or pore wr student per year for education,
p I ]
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Reglon ' v 4 of Dropouts

Nortih Contral
Southeast (black)

Soutieast (white)
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16%
11%
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Table 13

Proportion of Rural Schools With Various Enrollments
in Grades 10«12, by Region

-
Size of High School

Regd on | <100 100-199 >199

North Central b 49%

Y
07 |

43%

16%

Southeast 47%

Lt d

A

2
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WAl ¥ e G the rural st . Pnothe sontheast spent $600 o)
R P T SRR TED IS B I vaedy hewe oo, that thee hishest per
pupil oo e e R N T R I TR s acearred n o the
spelic oo Lo vl enpenditare may retlect the hipgher
Cost ol prolblins cduoation i spavsely settled regions rather .
than retjecrin. shatity ot eduoarion. Litr Le difference was found
i the vt eaponded per pusll in those southern schools that
had boen sevrevated ol these schools that had been integrated
during thig opriod,
. Table 14
Proportion of Rural Schools With Vartous
Per Papil Pxpenditures, By Region
| Expenditure Per Pupil
t - ~ T TTErE T e
Region <400 $400-499 * >$499
Nerth Central . 14 (182) 25 (327) ' 39 (50%)
' I o, [ Y,
Southeast 1 30 (48%) | 27 (447) i 5 (8%)
i
| ' ,
’
’
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viee o e e the carcievla oltered by rural

oo reaionys wore with respect to ocenpational tamile

contees o bon=tae-job traintong or work-study prograns,
b the Sorth duanteal states stads we Tound that quy 13 percent of
the vurat wvorths attended aoschool that had an on-the=job training
or work==tuady procrem, Lo the Southeast 30 percont of the black
sae A sn pereent of the white sample ottead.) vech schools (see

Tablo 1),

In the Sorth Central states only 21 percent of the youths Wad
atterded achoola whore an oceupational famdlinrization course was
offered, ilowever fn the Southeast 38 percent of vhite and 52 per-

cent of blocks attended such schouls (sece Table 16).

Qu:lity of Sta“; .
Ag shown !n Tuble 17, 18 percent of the sample in the North

Central states ~tends! thocls that had po one, either trained or

untralned, assi med Lo « .o v ing duties, In the SouLhéast, 12 per=

cent of whites and 30 ;. .. nt of blacks attended such schools.

. [n the Noreh Central  tates, as can be seen i- Table 18,

5 percent of the raral sci-. 3: had one or more teachers who did not
have a deuwree,  In s 7. cleast, 25 percent of the rural schools
had ore or e teacher, with no degrec, On the other hand, 20 per=
cent of the North Central states schools had 40 percent or more
teachors with roster's deprocgy this Ly somewhat less than the 25
percent of the fSoutheasts ra schoole that had 40 percent or more of

their teactors with master's devroes,

"
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Table 15

Propesiten of Kergl Youtia Uho At aded g Selool
Lot Tierved voaeti-ob sreining or Worl-Suudy

. o
Progrioe, By Lonieon

{oAttended Schonl That
Re ,Luw Eﬂltu!td Olllworh Study
Rnr;h Central 137
scutheast (black) 307
Southeast (white) 38%
Table 16

roportion of Rural Youths Who Attended a School
That Offered a Formal Course in Occupational
Fomiliar{zation, By Region

Attended School That

Region Offcred Ocruoatinnal Familiarization
Nor th Central 217
Southeast (black) 527

Southeast (white) 38%




Table 17

LA

Propertiom or Tara o Yeaeny Wy Atten od o Sehool

TSN G P Y L B ONPRT | oy By et ion

I:I\ll\‘;‘n;\‘j—'. pad gt SO
e ion CWLLL Loy Conagetor
Nored Cesteal i 185
Southeast (bhlack) , 307
S\"lt!u‘:;;il (k'!li'.t') ’ 1.37‘: ’
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Table 18

Preporticen of Rural Schools With Teachers of
Various Blucational Levels, By Region

— — -—— -

: Proportion of Schools in Which:

i Some Teacuers T 40, of More Have
Have | Master's or Doctor's
. i

ho Derree Degrces
- e ---.7..‘ i e el s s W S S - I it mr - e i - -*,..‘ - e - .‘- o — = -.--.-'— ‘T‘.:.‘t‘m

North C-atral : 5% 207

Southeast ' 257 25%

Reg fon |
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The technological developuents thit, In recent years, have
changed apricaltaral nethods and lite styles so dragtically In
other resfona of the country have been at work in the South also,
However, tiw increasing mechmizition of farming may have affected
the popelation of the South more deeply than it has in any other
region,  Ia Lin Pist, many southern farmerg utilized the black pop-
ulation te do most of the farm labor., Now, one man is able to do
all the work fn hal? the tine; and, although many blacks continue

to live in the rural arcas, few are cuployed in thelr traditional

roles as farm laiborery,

Farm consolidation hus decreased the number of farms, In
addition, poor farming practices in past years have depleted the
land ard dir inished its productivity. This has affected rural em-
ploymunt hecanse the nuiber of arable acres have decreased (and

gometiries the number of farms),

In recent years the southern states have been moving toward
an fndustrial and commercial cconouy that is organized around

(137)

cities and netropolitan areas , although the Southeast is still

the leaut urban In character of all of the large regiong of the

country,

Migrants to la-ge southern citles most of ten come from small

townsg, rural areas :nd small ei{tics In the southern region, There

. 11
fs no Mtypical migeant" noving to a "typleal déstination", however(1 ).




ot ot o a e b risbir e tional o caclange of

hon vt el it o the southicasters states
otve D ooetove o, The o bin fn ereddest from
raloave mesl aoacaedry scttbed or mest raval In
tot ol of 700 sontae st countles (nearly all of
e brcie hetccen 1950 and 100s G2 connt tey

(137)

et ra) uained pepalation . hural

o . , )
Are i ol T Soth copel et

to Lose populatjon and urban arcas to

weia o popaladion Derween Vina qud 1770,

Thove who move to the larpger clties all too often have no

ke loed e of anvthing but farm work, Studies have shown that those

-

’

pe

1

s s enter the Labor market at the lowest fucome levels and have
(95
). Many

af thoa are unable te do so and therefore simply exchange one form

groat dirfiealty rising to better jobs and higher incomes

of naverte Far another,

Industry In the small towns in the South hag also become more
mechanized -= especlally the fornerly labor-intensive food and fiber
processors == and fewer people are needed to do unskilled worlk in
these industyiog,  Agaln, thils technologfcal advance has affected

the employment of black workers more than that of white workers,
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the Lu)iT .k¢;?3 MoVl ity
The nivration of youth (mostly black vouth) from the ruval
arcas of the Southeast to the cities In the North and the West hasg

been one of the major population shifts of the twentieth century,

Outmigratfon has helped to alleviate some economic prob-
lemg in the South, 1t these youny people had remained in their
home comaunities, the South would have been coafrouted with the
need to provide jobs and hcuslag for a great many additional people,
On the other hand, the South's investment in the food, housing,
clothing und schooling required to raise children from birth to an
age when they are ready to begin product fve employment is lost when

these young people migrate,

The mass exodus of people from low-income rural areas hag

often left those who remainud worse off than before, In part, this.

1s because there are too many old people and children in these areas A | R
for the working-ige population to support, In addition, the sparse uﬁi
populatfoun cannot support or build a strong and flexible socio- |
economic superstructure, Local institutions (schools, churches and
governuents) are dying for lack of support; and as local facilities '?

and services decline, chances for redevelopment diminish(gs).
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Selective Acpocts of Hicration
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Racial Soleetiion

One-fourth of the Souch's populatlon in 1940 was black; by
Wod this proportion was redeced to one-f{fth, 1In this twenty-year
period, the sSouth's share of the nation's black population declined

from about 70 to about 52 percent,

Blicks move to both northern anl southern cities; Ln 1960,
the urbanization ot blacks exceeded that of whites in the United
States (73 percent and 70 peveent, respectively), Generally, blacks
are nore Llikely than whites to move in stages -- first from the 5
rural arcas to a nearby southern cityy later to the North or weat(lll). .r”i
Three major paths of biack migration have been noted: along the ' |
Atlantic Seahoard as far north as Boston; north from Mississippi

toward Chicagos and west from Louisiana and Texuas to California(ge).

Those rural blacks who do not migrate to the North or West
tend to migrate to southern cities and metropolitan areal(lll). Be~
tween 1940 3nd 1960, the number of blacks in the rural South declined
by 67 percent, while the number living in the urban South rose by 81

percent, Of the 10 million blacks living in the South in 1960, 36

percent were living in cicies(71). This group most clearly resembles
the atereotype of the poorly educated, economically depressed mi~
grant(ll])

The South's white population has also been migrating; between
1950 and 1960, 1,46 million left 16 southern states (excluding
Florida(96), However, natural i{ncreases and white inmigration have

continued to swell the white population in this region,




walt e Less LRy b Dlacks Lo rolecote outside of the

Souh P U S S T TRT S RO L UK S R U ORI e vesion Lend Lo ove to

Ehio Novil Uonirad analoa or to the Veet, o Bt the nmajorlty of white
fural cioronre posain within the resten) maecingg to sueh cities as
Arbocta, Cleigh or Sirmfnchoag they account for much of the growvth

of thooe o

OF the five stites tocluded L the present study, all ghowed
Lacveases Toorhofe ohdt s popularions in the last decade, Only two
showwa fnercases in thelr block populatlons: Georgla's black popue
latlon inorvescd by 5,8 parcent; North Carolina's, by less than 1
perc=nt, The other three states showed losses of black people of

betwr en 5 and 11 porcent,

To test whether the mizration patterns of black and white
soutiicra rural voutls are simllar to those of the general rural pop=
ulatisn, the following hypotheses vere developed:

() More black vouths than white youths
move away fron the Southy

° A larger propoertion of black than
of white youths migrate to urban
settings;

() More white than black youth migrate
to cities within the southern regionj and

@  More black than white youth migrate to
cities cutside the South, and to major
metropalitan areas,
These hypotheses were substantiated (See Tables 19 through
23), Ouly 3 percent of the white vouths but 18 percent of the
blick youtis in our sanple left the southeastern states within the
8 years sinee thoay entered the eizhth grade,  More blacks than
whites maved ta a clty. A mare detaflod nnﬁlysis shows, however,
that black vanthy aro nore ifwely than wilte youths to move to

clitlea of over 169,000 pop lation but that more white than black
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Propoction o Rarat oot Who Horated
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Blick L5y (18Y) 219 (82%) 292

White 8 (37°) 311 (977) 319

Totals o6l | 550 611
x° = 41,51, df=1; p = <,001
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Tahle 20

Sumbers of Rural Youths Who Miztated To
Urban Settin s, ny daceo

- R spg—— e - —— - .- -

i Moved Lo City ]
f e
Rice ! Yos No y Totals
g i - |
Blask o108 (A1%) 153 (59%) 261
white i 102 (33.) 203 (677) ; 305
e - ; | !
Torals | 210 . 336 ! 566
x% = 3,80, df=1l; p = not significant®
Table 21
Numbers of Rural Youths Who Moved to a City of
Over 100,000 Population, By Race
: Moved to City of
f Over 100,000 pop. =
Race Yes i No | Totals
Black © 72 (28%) 189 (727) 261
white .35 (11%) 270 (89%) l 305
i : ! .
Totals ~ 107 . 459 ! 566

x2 = 23,81, df = 13 p = <,001

—— L @ rom 8 -

E. - - e - - ———

x? = 3,94 needed for p = ,05 with df=1,
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Micrants to the ity By sioe of
CL(\ At tleeee
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P i M N |
Race POSLO0,000 2100,000 HwL§JCOo;irv | Totals

e o amrs v 4 % e ivm e m v s e e tege tu e h e n ———— iy e s s evem e e ot e tredh g O b e s e o 4
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Black s c30 1Ay 72 (287) 0 153 (597) 261
White ; 67 (220 35 (110D 203 (67%) 305

'
! !

- ———

— - bt Saamar g -

Totals 103 107 | 356 566

xZ = 25,88, df = 23 p = <,001

Table 23

Numbers of Rural Youths Who Migrated to Cities in the
South and to Cities Outside the South, By Race

| Migrated to . Migrated to City
| Southern : Outside the
City South Totals

Race

s .0

r 9

Black a8 @1y 54 (537) 102
White 88 (902) 10 (10%) 98

- -

Totals 136 ' 64 200

- ——

x2 = 41,95, df = 1; p = <,001
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youths vnave to suclloe ofties,  OF those vouths who moved to a city,
fow white youtha (17 percent) moved ty cities outside the Southeast

[ ]
whereas over 2ol the Llack raral=:oeurban nigrants moved to cities

OUtS'L-:C Liaae S\‘Utlﬂ.

Amonyg those vouths who did not gu o college, about half
of the blacks wid moved to southera citlcs and seven=-cighths of
those who aioved to nerthern cities moved to major cities of over

1630, GO0 population,

A curriculu. dlirector for a South Carulina high school 7
thoughit that pt of the roason for black migration to northern ﬁj
it

citles was the fact that the young peoples' parents already lived -

in the cities:

"A good number of the blacks,,,migrate to the
East Coasty they go to Boston, New York, Wash- Loy
ington, or Philadelphia, I don't know if their o
reagon for going is because there are no jobs
[here], but I thirk that a good number of them
are going because they live with grandparents
and aunts and unclas here in thls county while
their parents are working on the Eagt Coaat.
When they finish school in this area, they
usually go live with their parents,,."

It was hypothesized that:

° Black rural youths are more likely
than white rural youths to move to
cities where relatives and friends
live,

The hypothrsiy was substantiated, as shown in Table 243 84
percent of black youths but ouly 48 percent of white youths said

they had moved to citles where relatlives or frlends already were living,

-39
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o Table 24

Proportion of Ruraleto=Urban Migrants Who Moved to
Cities Where Friends or Relatives Live, by Race

Moved to Cities Where Friends
or Relatives Lived
Race Yes No Totals
Black 87 (84%) 11 (16%) 68
White 21 (482) 23 (52%) 44
Totals 78 34 112

x¢ = 16,46, df = 1; p = <,001
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Educaticnal Salaciivity

"Tha tor 50 pereent leave" is a comaon conplaint in the
rural Southeast, particularly with respect to black youth, In our
earlier study of rural youth in the North Central states, we found

that dropouts tentad to vremain in and high school graduates to mi-

grate froa the rural areas,

The migration patterns of dropouts in the Southeast are
complex; moreover, not everyone agrees as to what happens to them
alter they drop out, A Coumunity Action Coordinator in North Car=

olina stated that there was a tendency for dropouts to migrate:

"The dropout, first of all, is one who is not
achieving and i{s having problems with his clagg-
work, 1f he doesn't get sympathy from the,,.
teacher or gomeone, he'll drop out, When he

drops out, if he caa leave and g0 to a city and
somebody will take him ineea relative,,.or someone~-
that is all there Ls for him to do,"

A high school counselor in North Carolina, however, bhelieves
that this pattern of migration is changing with the introduction
of industry into the rural arcas:

"I feel that in the past we have had quite a number,
when they dropped out or finished high school and
there was no work, migrate to the northern cities,
After getting there they find no work there, also,
However, T feel that most of them had to leave [here].
This is [changing] rapidly because of the expansion

of Industry in our local communities,"




In view of these incompatible opinions, we teated the follow-.
ing hypotheses:

° Rural youths who migrate to urban
areas tend to be better educated
than those who remain in rural areas,

° Rural youths who leave the South
tend to be bet:er educated than those
who remain in the South,

When these hypotheses were tested we found a complex in-
teraction existing between migration pattern, educational level
and race, A larger proportion of black youths than of white

'youths of every every educational level left the South, Whether
or not whites left the South is not related to their level of ed-
ucation; among blacks, however, school dropouts and those who go
on to college are much less likely to leave the South than those
vho complete high school without going on to college (see Table
2%).

Table 25

Proportion of Black Youths Who Left the South,
By Education lavel

lavel of Left the Did Not Leave

Bducation South the South Totals

Dropout or College 12 (102 109 (90%) 121

High School Graduate| 31 (24%) 100 (76%) 131
Totals 43 209 252

x2 = 8,40, df = 1; p = <,005




Ag s shown In Tuble 2o, among black youths, there is no

more toerloney for the better educated than for the les: well-

educated to mwoe to a clty, BDut among white vouths, only those

who go on to college mtgrate to citfcs at o rate approximating

that of bl

ack vouths,

Table 26

Proportion wWho Moved

to a City,

By Race and Level of Fducation

|
Race aad ; Did Not Moved
Education Move to City ; to City Totals
Black:
9 - 11 25 (61%) 16 (3972) 41
12 76 (58%) 54 (42%) 130
>12 52 (572) 38 (432 90
Totals 153 § 108 261
x? = 0,12, df = 2; p = not significant
White: .
9 - 11 27 (792) 7 (21%) 34
12 82 (74%) 29 (26%) 111
>12 94 (59%) 66 (41%) 160
! .
Totals 203 102 305

xZ2 = 9,57, df = 2; p = <,01
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Selection By Sck

Little information is available in the literature concerning
migrational Jdifferences between males and females, In a study done
in rural arecas of North Carolina, Baugman and Dahlstrom(j) found
that females (especially black females) were highly critical of thé
rural enviromment; many indicated. that they did not want to raige
their fumilies there, Beale and Bogue(a) found that more rural
females than rural males indicated a preference for living in cities;
Beale, Banks and Bowles(7) stated that rural females under 25 and
over 35 had higher rates of migration than males, Thus it was
thought that more rural girls than boys would leave their home commune '

ities and migrate to major urban centers.

We found in this study that male and female youths leave tha 3
South in approximately equal numbers. This is true for both blacks e
and whites, :

Among black youths, about equal numbers and male and females
move from their rural communities to a city, or from their rural
community to another rural community,

Among white youths, however, the pattern is different. Many
more females than males (64 percent and 43 percent) leave their
home communities within three years of the time they completed
(or should have completed) high school and many more females than
males migrate to a city (50 percent and 28 percent) during the
same time, (See Tables 27 and 28.,)




Tablae 27

Propovtivn of White Youths Uho Moved Sway From Their
Home Comwnity, By Sex

’ Mizrated
r—.'.'_“—.-. - - -
Race & Sex i Yos No Totals
White male i 46 (43%) 62 (57%) 108
White female 134 (64%) _ 76 (36%) 210
Totals . 170 ] 138 J‘ 318
x2 = 13,07, df = 1; p = <,001
Table 28
Proportion of White Youths Who Moved to
a City, By Sex
Migrated to a City
Race and Sex Yes | No Totals
' ¢
White Male 29 (28%) c T4 (72%) 103
White Female 100 (507) | 102 (50%) 202
. | |
Totals | 129 . 176 308

x2 = 12,74, df = 1; p = <,001




Economic_Factore Affecting the
Migration of Rural Youth

Employment Opportunities

The trend in the Southeast has been toward fewer farm owners,
decreasing amounts of land in production, more farm mechanisgation,
and decreasing need for workers to do farm labor, Few white,
and even fewer black, youth are able to become farm operators ==
there are not enough farms to take over and the costs of buying and
running a farm (as well as the machinery needed) that is large
enough to be profit-making are prohibitive,

Since most small towns in rural areas are economically dee-
pendent on agriculture == to the extent that the farmers rely on
them for services -- the decrease in the number of farmers has
affected these towns adversely, There are fewer service jobs avail-
able in the small town because there are fewer customers,

Because of the lack of jobs in rural towns as well as on the
farms, it was hypothesized that:

° There is no difference between
the ovutmigration rates of farm
and nonfarm youths,

This hypothesis was substantiated among white youths, both
male and female, college and noncollege., Among black youths who
do not attend college, many more farm youths than nonfarm youths
leave their home counties and more farm youths move to a city,
(See Tahles 29 and 30 below,)




Table 29

Preportion. of Noncollege Blaek ural Youths Vho Left Thelr

Home Counties, by Fame<=Nontarn Resjdence

S U S
l

Restdence | Migrated bid Not Migrate Totals
|

Farm 69 (744) 24 (26%)
Noafarm : 32 (45%) 39 (55%)

A e A - -

93
71

Totals 101 ' 63

164

x2 = 14,43, df = 1; p = <,001

— e

Table 30

Proportion of Noncollege Black Rural Youths Who Migrated to

a City, by Farm-Nonfarm Residence

" Moved to | Did Not Move

Residence ! a City to a Cicy

Totals

o

Farm 564 (587) 1 39 (42%)
Nonfarm ‘ 29 (417) 42 (59%)

93
71

Totals ' 83 81

164

x2 = 4,78, df = 1; p = <,05
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Proportion Employed in Manufacturing

Rural towns in the Southeast are somewhat more fortunate tham
rural towns in other areas of the country because industry has been
moving into them, However, this movement has not been extensive
enough as yet to provide full employment for local residents, Soms
southern counties are less fortunate in attracting new industry
than others, As a high school guidance counselor in South Caroling
stated:

"In this county we have a population of about 8000
people, and only two plants in the whole county

to serve this community, These plants hire some-
where around 200 to 300 people., But we're talking
about the availability of only around 600 jobs in
the county, and you have something like 3300 people
who will ‘de looking for work, They'll have to go
out of the county to other counties where there are
more plants that are hiring people."

Ce |
We might infer from the comment of a curriculum director

from Ceorgia that much of the migration in the South is intercounty
in nature:

“The high school graduates -~ if they only finish
high school =« will stay near here, Not too many
of them actually work ‘cre, but they may 1ive here
and commute,"

1t might be expected, therefore that:

[ The outmigration rates of noncollege
rural youths are higher in those
counties that have a low proportion
of the population cmployed in manu-
facturing,

-48-
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Wien the relationship betveen the avallability of jobs in
wanufacoue by and the nigreatfoa patterns of nonco lege rurni youths
was excmined, we did find a siguifteant relut lonship, but not the
expucted vae, Ad oshown In Table 31 bolow, outnipration fa highest
from those rural coumntles tn which there {8 ueither a very low or

a very high proporticn enployed in manutacturing,

Table 31

Relationship of Migration and Proportion of the
County Population Imployed in Manufacturing

% in ' Did Not Mig, to | Migrated to |
MEg. In County Migrate ! Rural Area | Urban Setting : Totals
White: i
<27.0 ! 19 (53%) ' . 4 (11%) 13 (367%) 36

27.0-32,9 '~ , 20 (40%) 11 (22% 19 (38%) 50
>33.0 | 29 (53%) 8 (14%) 18 (33%) ; 55
i ‘
» X ' -1
Totals | 68 23 50 ’ 141
x2 = 2,99, df = 43 p = not significant
Black:
<27.0 32 (52%) 4 (7%) 25 (417%) 61
27.0-32,9 9 (152) | 9 (15%) 42 (70%) 60
>33.0 27 (547) | 5 (10%) 18 (36%) 50
Totals 68 |18 85 171

X2 = 24,13, df = 4y p = <,001
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Discrimination in Hiring

Charles Silbetmnn(101)

criminatory practices in hiring, whites were pre-cmpting the jobs

wrote {n 1964 that, because of dis-

opening up in southern industries, He reported that not only were

black people barred from jobs in the new textile mills and other
industries springing up in the region, but they began to find their
"traditional" occupations (such as barber, carpenter, waiter, mason,
painter, and sawmill operator) being taken over by the "desperate
whites, .

There is a pattern of hiring in many southeastern rural
communities that often seems to successfully exclude certain types :
of rural youths from obtaining employment, Black youths, in pare o
ticular, are often the last to be hired, especially for the better o
jobs,

The Coordinator of a tri-county Community Action Program ia
North Carolina said, with regard to black migrants:

"In their minds they feel like there is a better
place, with more opportunities and less racial
prejudice, ,,, I can't fault them for leaving,
because there is nothing really for them to do
here,"

An NYC Director in a North Carolina county said:

"figration of kids, especially the blacks, is

very fast, As soon as they get out of high school
the ones that don't go on to college are looking
for a way out of here, The reason is that this
county offers them nothing =« nothing in the way
of employment; nothing in the way of security,
They are nothing but a burden to their family

if they stay here, 1In order to elevate themselves }
above the poverty level it comes to a point where
most of them must leave here,"

nSO. '
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Mtua b availability or lack of avaflabi) lty of Jobs {n the
rara! area way not be ag faportant in stinulating migration as the
gontraat between rural and urban areas fn their job avaflability,

This presuses, of course, that the vouths are fam{liar with Job

conditions {n other locallities, Many rural residents indicated
that they believed that occupational famlliavizatlion courses ene-
couraged young people to leave the rural areas, Our findings {n-

dicate that this may be the case for black youth but not for whites,

As can be seen in lable 32, 64 percent of those black youths
who had taken an occupational familiarization course left their
home town; only 44 percent of those who had not taken such a cburse
left, Among white youths these proportiona are nearly equal (about
47 percent),

A chief court counselor in a North Carolina county said:

"Even though blacks are able to get an education,
it 1s hard for them to get 1 job and an equal
opportunity, Blacks have always had to battle
for jobs, and nothing is ever handed...to them,
It doesn't make any difference how qualified the
individual ig,"

We therefore expucted to find that;

) Black youths are more likely
than white youths to report
having had a hard time finding
work in the past few years,

This hypothesly was substantiated by the datas as shown in
‘Table 33, 70 percent of the black, but only 49 percent of the whitae,
youths reported having some kind of difficulty in finding work.
Of the reasons given by these young adults for their difficulties,
most are not related to race; whites and blacks ara cqually likely
to glve them a9 reasong, The most frequently given reasons are
no experience (297 of white, 27% of blacks), no vocational training
(25% of whites, 28% of blacks), no high school diploma (9% of whites,
16% of blachs), and diserimination (07 of whites, 25% of blacks).

8l
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Table 32

Proportion of Noncollege Rural High School Graduates Who
Took an Occupational Familiarization Course and Who
Migrated from the Rural Area, By Race

School Offered For-
mal Occupational Famil- Migration Status
::21;:::°“ Course Migrated " Stayed Totals
Black:
Yes 50 (64%) 28 (36%2) 78
No 27 (44X) 34 (56%) 61
Totals 77 | 62 139
x2 = 5,45, df » 13 p = <,02
White:
Yes 25 (48%) 27 (32%) 32
No 24 (47%) | 27 (53%) S1
Totals 49 34 103

x? = 0,01, df = 1; p = not significant
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Table 33

Proportien kho Said They had a Hard
Time Findlng Work, by Race

Had 'a Hard Time Finding Work
Race Yes ; No : Totals
White 77 49%) | 80 (51%) 187
Black 131 (70%) : 57 (30%) 188
Totals 208 137 345

x2 = 15,22, df = 1; p = <,001 .

Our preliminary interviews suggested that lack of employment Vel
might be more influential in determining migration patterns among '

blacks than among whites, A rural South Carolina resident expressed -
a commonly held point of view when he said:

"The white kids don't migrate like the black kids
do, Most of the time they can find jobs around
here because of their educational background, They
can go to work in the mills and in the textile
plantsbecause they can pass those tests,"

On the basis of our preliminary interviews throughout the Southe
east, we anticipated that of the reagons given for migration, more
blacks than whites would report that they migrated because:

o There 1s a lack of jobs in rural
areas;

] The opportunities to earn higher

wages are better outside the rural
areas




0 There is an opportunity to enter a
broader range of jobs outside the
rural areas; or

o They always knew they would have to
leave the rural area to obtain work,

Each of these hypotheses was substantiated, as is shown in
Table 34. Much higher proportions of black than of white youths
give these as important reasons for leaving their home commun;
ities and moving to cities., About 59 percent of blacks but only
17 percent of whites list the lack of jobs in the rural areas as
& "very important" reason, Higher wages in the city is given by
37 percent of blacks and 22 percent of whites; a broader range of
Jobs in the city, by 49 percent of blacks and 20 percent of whitesg
and "always knew I would have to leave to obtain work', by 38 parcent
of blacks but only 7 percent of whites, )

To test whether there was indeed a difference between migrants
and nonmigrants in the range of jobs obtained, the entry jobs of all
noncollege youths were examined, It was found that almost no one,
either migrant or nonmigrant, entered an unfamiliar job, Nomnmigranta
are more likely than migrants (792 vs. 68X) to enter blue-collaf
occupations; however, this difference is significant only for blask
youths (See Table 35), Migrants are more likely than nonmigrants
(10% ve., 6X) to enter sales occupations; but this difference is net
significant, '

, Normigrants are also more likely than migrants (36% vs. 23%)

to enter a skilled trade == x2 = 6,29, df = 1§ p = <,02, This differs
ence is significant only for females when analyzed by sexy and, when
analyzed by race and sex, it is significant only for black females,
(8ee Tables 36 and 37),




Table 34

Proporifens of Black and Waite Noncollege Youths Who Migrated to
Citivs, Vho Cave Dilferent Job=Rolated Reasons for Having Migrated

Race
"Wery Important"
Reasons for lLeaving Black White Totals
Lack of jobs in ! é
rural area: | i
Yes 37 (59%) 7 Qi 44
. No 126 (41%) 34 (83%) ; 60
Totals | 63 41 ! 104
x% = 17,66, df = 1; p = <,001
Higher wages in ' I
the city:
Yes 36 (57%) ; 9 (22%) 45
No 27 (43%) f 32 (78%) 59
Totals 63 | w1 104
x% = 12,53, df = 13 p = <,001 .
Broader range of E
Jobs in the city: i
Yes 31 (497%) f 8 (20%) 39
No 32 (51%) .33 (80%) 65
Totals | 63 41 | 104
x2 = 9,34, df = 1; p = <,005
Always knew would ’
have to leave to i ‘
obtain work: | :
Yes 24 (382%) 3 (M) ; 27
No 139 (622) . 38 (93%) 77
Totals |63 ! g 104

x? = 12,24, df = 1; p = <,001
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Table 35

Relationship of Migration and Obtaining a Blue-Collar
' Entry Job, by Race

Blue-Collar Job
- Race 1 Yes No Totals
" White:
Migrant 30 (56%) 24 (442) 54
Nonmigrant 56 (67%) 27 (33%) 83
Totals |86 51 137

x’ = 1,99, df = 1; p = not significant

Black:
Migrant .| 60 (77%) 18 (23%) ' 78
Nonmigrant 68 (92%) 6 (8%) 74

Totals !128 24 152

x2u 6,40, df = 1; p = <,02

T Y
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Table 36

Relat Loaship of Migratien and Obtafning a Skilled
Trale Enrry Job, for Females

Migration ﬁTEntry Job in Skilled Trades
Status '
of Females Yes | No Totals
Migrant 14 (15%) . 81 (85%) 95
Nonm{rant 33 (31%) ‘ 73 (69%) 106
Te als! 47 154 201

x?= 7.52, df = 1; p = <,01

Table 37

Proportion of Female Migrants Who Entered a Skilled Trade, by Race

" Migration Status

Entry Job in Skilled Trades

and
Race of Female Yes No Totals
White:
Migrant 6 (14%) - 37 (86%) 43
Noamigrant 15 (28%) 39 (72%2) 54
Totals 21 76 97
x%a 2,69, df = 1; p = not significant
Black:
Migrant 8 (15%) 44 (85%) 52
Nomigrant 18 (35%) 34 (65%) 52
Totals 26 78 10@

X% 5,13, df = 1; p = €,025




Because of all thesc hypothesized relationships, we also hypothe=
sized that:

® More black than white rural-to-urban
migrant youth will say that they moved
because hiring practices in southern
rural areas are discriminatory.

Table 38 shows that this hypothesis was substantiated.

Table 38

Proportions of Noncollege Black and of White
Rural=-to-Urban Migrant Youth Who Give Discrimination
in Hiring as a Reason for Moving to the City

; Discrimination in Hiring .
Race Totals
Yes No
o
Black 47 (47%) 52 (53%) 9
White 10 (11%) 79 (892) a0
Totals 57 131 188

x2 = 29,13, df = 1} p = <.001
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It s poss-ible that black vorths anticipate discrimination prob-
' o . . (68
lems whon sockivg worlt in the rural South, Kuvelsky and Ohlcndurt( ),
Ina study of cveanational expectations of black vouths, found that
L]

much Mantieiyatory deflectlon"” oceurred == L.e., black youths expucted

lover occunational success than their chances warranted,

Each vouth in our sample was asked Lf he had expected to have
troutle finding a job In his home town after he left school. Although
there i{s no relationship between answers to this question and migration
of the noncollege vouths from their lome comnunity, there is a sig-
niflcant relationship with race for both college and noncollege youths.
(See Table 39.) Evidently, a large number of black youth who grow up
. in the South expect to have trouble finding jobs. This is also evidernt
from Table 40. Black youths are more than twice as likely as white

youths to say that whites have a better chance to get jobs than blacks.
White youths who go on to college are more likely to agree with this

Viewpoint than white youths who do not go to college. (See Table 41,)

Table 39
Proportion who Expected to Have Trouble Finding
. a Job in Their Hcme Town, by Race

j Expected Trouble Finding a Job E

. T , —
Race ' Yes ! No ' No answer - Totals
Black 142 (51%) 98 (35%) 38 (14%) 278
White 80 (25%) 190 (59%) . 546 (17%) 324
Totals 222 ' 288 | 92 ; 602

x2 = 46.24, df = 2; p = <,001
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Table 40

Proportion of Black and of White Youths Who Say That
Black and White Perasons Have an Equal Chance to Get Jobs

Equal Blacks Have  Whites Have
Race . Chance Better Chance '@ Better Chance  Totals
White 196 (63%) 2w 92 (30%) 310
Black 63 (4% | 0 (x) | 208 (76%) 268
Totals . 259 .22 L 297 | 578

x2= 130,93, df = 2; p = <,001

Table 41

Proportion of White College and White Noncollege Youths Whe
Say That Black and White Persons Have an Equal Chance to Get Jobs

Attended ] Equal | Blacka Have _ Whites Have |

Collene Chamnce | Better Chiance Bestter Chance : Totals

Yes 8% (s3®) | 13 (8) 63 (1) 160

No 112 (75%) i 9 (62) l 29'(1’3) ‘ 130
Totals : 196 i 22 | 92 | 310

u
x2 = 16,99, df = 2; p = <,001




Accordin th the 1979 population census, the median ramlly in-
comes of hoth white and black farilics in the South were cousiderably
below those of facilivs In the other three major regions of the country,
The southeastern states also have the lowest ratlo of black to white -

.

median fanily fncomen; the wedian income figure for southern whites

was nearly twice that for southern blacks =- see Table 42 below,

Table 42
Medlan Family Income by Region of the U,S,
1969
Region ' Whites Blacks
Northeast i $10,721 $ 7,327
North Central . 10,298 7,764
South 8,721 4,900
West - 10,374 7,379

)68
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In the North Contral states study it was found that,within a
rural community,the youths from low-income families tended to stay
while those from the more affluent familics tended to migrate; this
was especlally true for females., This is the opposite of what aight
be expected to occur on the basis of median family income of the coun=
. ties, When the county data were examined it was found that the
tendency was for young people to leave the low-income counties and to
temain in the high-income counties. We, therefore, tested the following
hypothesis among rural youths in the South: |

. Among rural youths who do not
attend college, the tendency to
migrate to urban centers is not
related to family income.

This hypothesis was aubstanéiated for whites but not for blacké.
'(aee Table 43). Among black youths who do not attend college, those
vwhose family's income was $3,000 or more are more apt to migrate to
eities than those from families with lower incomes.

Table 43
Relationship of Family Income Level and Migration to a City, by Race

! Migrated to a City
Faunily Income ' _ -
and Race | Yes No Totals -
White:
<$3,000 7 (41%) 10 (59%) | 17
>$3,000 . 45 (40%) . 67 (60%) 112
- Totals . 52 7 | 129
x2 = 0,01, df = 1; p = not significant
Black: | }
<$3,000 i 42 (41%) | 60 (597) | 102 -
#$3,000 | 38 (60%) ! 25 (40%) | 63
Totals - 80 ! 85 ; 168

x2 = 5,71, df =1; p = <,02
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THE EDUCATIONAL_SYSTEM IN THE SOUTHFAST
Background

The southern educational system has developed largely in this B

century(56). Delayed by the Civil War and then by reconstrucfion. the :"siéfﬁ

South during the last half of the 19th century lacked funds to provide
‘more than a prfmithe system of educatlion. The greatest developmenta in
southern education have occurred mince 1940,

Segregated education has been disappearing since 1954, when the
Supreme. Court ruled that "separate but equal" facilities were inherently
unegual€]07). However, the rate of integration has been slowed by the
"freedom of choice" plan and by the development of many private white .
academies.’ . _ G

o The Southeast is more rural than the other major regions of the
7, 'United States; therefore, a larger proportion of its schools are rural
e schools. Compared with urban schools, rural schools throughoht the counw
:try tend to be smaller, less well-staffed and have fewer couric offerings.
. Despite the tendency for writers to criticize southern education, our
findings suggest that southern rural schools do not compare too unfavers
ably with rural schools in the North.*

School S{ze

In the present study, 16 rural counties were selected (by a stratie _
fled sampling technique) that were a representative cross section of all *”i
the rural counties In the Southeast. These 16 counties were served by 78

7

high schools, each of which was stadied in detail by our staff,

One of the major recommendat lons stemming from our previous study of the '
-rural arcas {n tho MNorth Central states was that any program for rural

youth must be alred at atrenpthening an inadequate rural educatlonal

system, rather than depending on that system to provide the supportive
services for the rural youth program.

-6 3-
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In our pravious study of the

‘orth Central states, we selected 18

countics 80 as to have a representative cross scction of all the rural

counties in the North Central states,

. were served by 80 high achools.,

These 18 North Coentral counties

The North Central rural schools tended

to be much smaller than the Southeastern rural schools, as 18 shown in

Table 44,

(The youths in this study were seniors in high achool in the

~1967-68 school year,if they had not dropped out of school, All data en

schools that are shown in the following tablea are for that achool year,)

Number of Schools in Each of Fout Size Categories Serving

Table 44

16 Representative Rural Counties in the Southeast and 18

Representative Rural Counties in the North Central. States

Wl Number of Pupils, Grades 10-;2 _ ‘ . ;;_J-
Region : —ta T.ﬁ!&!u::
. <60 60-99 100-199 »199 jﬁ R

e

Southeast 2 (3%) L (7%) | 32 (44%) | 34  (46%) 7Q,:
North Centrall 11 (14%)| 28 (35%) | 28 (35%) | 13  (16X) u E
——— - ‘—:W
_ Totals 13 33 59 47 1 ',
o . . —

x2 = 31,46, df = 3 p = <,001

In the North Central states, the smallest schools were usually
found in areas that were highly dependent on agriculture and sparsely

settled,

100 pupils in grades 10-12,as is shown in Table 45.

This is also true in the South for schools having less than

W
Accurate data were not gvailable on two segregated schools that had
F1osed since the youths {n our sample were in high school,

wble
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Table 45

Relationship of Agricultural Dependency
in the County to Size of Schools

- o

Proportion of County wunber of Schools with Enrollment of:
Population I'mployved e o
in Agriculture <100 100 - 199 200 or more
<157 7 (13%) | 24 (43%) 25 (44%)
l
15Z or morc 0 (0%) i 8 (47%) 9 (53%)
] !

" x2 .2 2,37, df = 2; P = not significant

In 1967-68, a disproportionate number of segregated schools existad
in those counties mout dependent on agriculture, as shown in Tabla 46. Yut._

a8 Table 47 shows, the small schools were not overrepresentad among legfl»
gated schoolq.

Table 46

Relationship of Agricultural Dependency
in the Ccunty to Segregation in the Schools

Proportion of County Number of Schools That Were:
Population Fmployed +—
in Agriculture Nominally Fully
Segregated Integrated Integrated
sz 28 (49%) 17 (30%) |1 (21%)
154 or more 15 (83%) 1 (62) 2 (11x)

2 » 6,87, df = 2§ p = <,08
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Table 47

Relationship of Slze of School to Segregation in the Schools

v iy
Number of Schoala That Were!
School Enrollment .
Grades 10~12 Nominally or Fully

Segrggated Integrated

wasaitariitliiih

g asuiBil
- <100 4 (57%) 3 (AR)
100-199 18 (47%) 17 (53%)
200 or more 22 (65%) 12 ° (35%)

x2 = 2,13, df = 2; p = not significant

Per Pupil Expenditures

Small rurul schools cannot ecomomise in their opsrations to thaif
advantage. Rural communities with small populations have a limited iii;
base. 1In the North Central states ve found that it usually costs moys gse
pupil for education in the smaller schools, where funds are usually liqﬁf
1imited than in larger schools. Lack of money means that some things eak= ;
not be afforded; sometimes only one aspect of a problem can be loIvOI;.ﬁh$Slilt
other aspects must be slighted. Small schools tend to use avutllbln'lﬂoliﬂ |
.for improvement of physical facilities, consolidation pf school dtlcrtcgt.
improvement of school administration and the like. The money is seldom
used to change the curriculum, the {nstruction offered, or to add special

and supportive services and programs,
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In the present stady, Loweves, we found that saall sehools in the

Southeast Jdo not tend to spend rore monev per puntl than lavger achools

do,  Amomy schools with under 200 students in srades 10=-12, the oxpendi-
!

*
ture per pusil  was much higher in the Novih Ceatral statee than in the

Southeast,

Ameng the laraer rural schoola there was not a significant

difference between the two restons in thelr expriditures per pupil (see

Table 48),

Table 48

Expenditure Per Pupil, By Size of High School (Grades 10-12) and Reglon

. Expenditures Per Pupil

" Region I - Tdtals
- { <$400 $400-499 | 8499 ‘
T i
Schools wirh less a !

;han 200 ctudents: l ) f
Southeast ‘w1 w2 (en | 3
North Central b8 (122 - 21 (32 36 (55%) [ 65
x? = 10,64, df = 2; p = <,005
Schools with 200 or |
more students:
Southeast 12 (61%) | 14 (48%) 3 (10%) 29
North €entral 6 (46%) : 4 (W), | 3 (230 | 13

x2 = 1,71, df = 2; p = not significant

*
Although we had little difficulty getting information on expenditure per
pupll for schools in the Morth Central states, 13 of the 75 schools in the'

Southeast refused tu dlvulge these data.

tles with o high proportion of the papulation enployed in agriculture,
There was no other factor slgnificantly related to refusal to divulge this

information,

These schools wers all 1n coun~

[n most cases a single school in a county would refusey other

schools In the same comnty released thls information for their expenditures,

PIRYTE ¥
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Expendizure per pupll was not related to school segregation} nor 3
to the county's dependence on agriculture, Most important, perhaps, is iﬁ_
an almost consistent inverse relationship between expendituves per pupil
and provision of employment-related services (sce Table 49,)

Table 49

Relationship Between ExpenditureAPer Pupil and
Provision of Employment-Related Services to the Students

. ¢ - - ou — i

Proportion of Schools Offeriﬁg&?ﬁfff
Service Service, by Expenditure Per P;u&&
<$400 $400 or aﬂi;
0JT/Work-st udy 23% . 16% |
oczzﬁ:::onal familiérization 3% 1%
"Career Night" or "Vocation Day" 80% 63%
Field Trips 70% . 56X
Job Placement Service 27% 16%
Trained Counselor 268 %
- -

As in the North Central states, expenditure per pupil is not s
very useful index of quality of education in the gural schools in the
Southeast. )




High Scheol Curei Lulum

whltlmtk(“:) noted {n 1968 that, although the fsreat majority of
southern hich school students were studying vhat was essentially a col-~
lege rrepuaratery currlienlumngless: thin 20 pervcent actually graduated from
college. He concluded that the other 8o+ percent needed a currlculum
that is more appropriate to modorn industrial needs, Godwin( 2) agreed
sayiug that the high school curriculum necded some sort of balance be-.
tween vocational, technical, pro essional and academic programs, Thesa

' #ame- statements have been made about rural high schools 1n the North Cen- R
tral states.

Prior to integration, it was often true in the Southeast that more
S .-vocational courses were of fered in white than in black schools., A study
' of teenage unemployment in several rural North Carolina countiea(loo)

’

b showed that a much broader range of vocational courses was offered in

ZQLQH; the predominantly white and desegregated schools than in the black
RRE I achbols.

As in the North Central states study, the results of the data - L
analysis indicate that tha range of courses offered in the rural schools
appears to be not as broad as that offefed in the urban schools., 17The
SI0N course offerings in various sizes of rural schools in our Southeastern
N .study are compared in Table 50, For purposes of comparison, similar
data are glven for tne 0 schools that we studied in the North Central
states in Table 51,

In general, rural schools in both regions offer about the same
number of core courses. In the commercial skills area, North Central
rural schonls are more apt to offer a three-year "commercial" enurse
than are Southern rural schools, hut the Southern schools offer more

years of typling and business machines tratnling.

TN W ! o L . _ .. e e A ik il Bl b Aire
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North Central schoolas are more likely than Southern schools to have
three-year sequerces in vocational agriculture and industrial arts (as op=’
‘posed to vocational shop), '

The greatest difference, however, seems to be that North Centegal
‘tural schools place much more emphasis on art and music offerings than
do the Southern rural schools. '

«70=
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Table 50

Number of Couplete Years of Tustruction 'n Selected
Cournes ottored by Sehools of Varione Sipes
(Caterorized by Nurber of Students in Grades 10-12)
(Rural Southeast States)

B s g & 4T G G———— YIS W - vt Se ek oy Y S w— - » -

N e Percentape of thuoln - o
umber ‘of Years r"-w——m-wz:lf«w-~-~«~ﬂ~w~3&a:hf- -
giizzgdngiéng Urban Less “60-9917100-199 [ 200 or

than 60 more .
—- et e Students | Students | Students | Students
e e e s s ——te - o—— - ,
English
' 3 100 100 - 100 100 100
Math=Algebra
' 1 0 0 0 3.2 0
2 0 0 0 9.7 5.9
100 100 100 - 87.1 94.1
Math~Shop .
. 0 14,3 50 20 22.6 11.8
2 42.8 0 : 0 29.0 55.9
3 28.6 50. 40 . 22,6 14,7
Social Studles
0 0 0 0 3.2 0
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 50 20 3.2 .9
3 100 50 80 93.6 97.1
Afro-American
Culture 0 71.4 100 100 90.3 91.2
1 14.3 0 0 3.2 8.8
2 14.3 0 0 0 0
3 0 0 0 6 . 5 0 ¢
Sclence '
0 0 0 0 6.5 2.9
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 50 0 6.5 0
3 100 50 100 87.0 97.1
Forelgn Language
n ) 0 100 40 16.1 3.0
1 28.6 0 60 51.6 38.2
2 57.1 0 0 32,3 38.2
3 14,3 0 0 0 20,6
Forelgn Languape .
2 57.1 100 40 48,4 38.2
45,2 29.4
6.5 17.7
25.9 14,7




Table 50 (Continued)

Number of Complete Years of Instruction in Selected
Courses Offered by Schools of Various Sizea
(Categorized by Number of Students in Grades 10-12)

(Rural Southeast States) :Ei

Number of Years Percentggg_ofaitzgoll
Orfered urins Urban | Lass | 60-99 ] 100-199
' than 60
Students | Students | Students
Music .
' 0 0 30 40 25.8
i 0 50 0 1 22.6
| 28.6 0 60 6.4
3 71.4 0- 0 43.2
Art .
0 57.1 100 80 - 80.7
: 3 0 0 20 0
Home Economics
0 0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0 0
2 0 30 -0 22.6
3 100 50 100 77.4
Typing '
. 0 0 50 0 0
1 28.6 0 0 19.3
2 57.1 30 60 71.0
3 14.3 0 40 9.7
Business Machines
: 0 14.3 30 0 9.7
1 28.5 0 40 23.8
2 42.9 30 0 35.5 5
3 14.3 0 60 29.9 -
Commercial 4
1 28.5 0 40 23.8 20,6
2 42.9 50 0 35.% 26.5
K 14.3 0 60 - 29.0 n.l2
Vocational _
Agriculture 0 71.4 0 0 9.7 8.9
1 0 0 0 16.1 0
2 0 S0 0 74.2 5.9
3 28.6 50 100 0 85.2

o




Table 50 (Continucd)

Number of Complete Years of Tustructlion in Selected
Courses Offercd by Schools or Various Sizes
(Cateporicsed by Nuober of Students in Grades 10-12)
(Rural Southcast States)

Number of Years

Poercentape of Schools

Rural
opperad burlug Tesw V] 60-99 | 100-199 | 200 or
' Urban than 60 more .
_ Students | Students | Students | Studants
Vocational .
Edication 0 57.1 100 100 80.7 55.9
2 14.3 0 0 12.9 29.4
3 14,3 0 0 3.2 11.8
Industrial Arts
80,7 58.8
12.9 26,8
3.2 11.7
3.2 3.0




Table 51

Number of Complete Years of Instruction in Selected
Courses Offered by Schools of Various Sizes
(Categorized by Number of Students in CGrades 10-12)

(Rural North Central States)

Percentape of Schools
" Number of Years Rural
Offered During Urban Less 60-99 100-199 200 or :
trades 10-12 than 60 - more o
— Students | Students | Students | Studentg ’
Math-Algebra
2 0 18.2 21.4 10,7 6
3 100 81.8 78.6 85.7 160
other 0 0 0 3.6 0
Math-Shop
0 16.7 18.1 35.7 25.0 a3\l
) § 33.3 45.5 50.0 35.7 61.5
2 0 27.3 7.1 17.9 0 !
3 5000 901 7.1 2104 1.,0‘
8ocial Studies '
2 0 9.1 14.3 7.1 7.7
3 100 8l1.¢ 85.7 89.3 92.3
other 0 9.1 0 3.6 0
llome Economics .
0 16.7 18,2 0 3.6 1.7
1 0 27.3 10.7 7.1 0
2 16.7 27.3 39.3 17.9 1% i
3 66.7 27.3 50.0 71.4 4.6 3
‘Science '
1 0 9.1 0 0 0 1
2 0 1802 701 3.6 7.’ !
3 100 72.7 92.9 96.4 92.3 j
Typing |
0 0 9.1 0 0 0 ]
1 33.3 36.4 46.4 42,9 n.s 1
2 66.7 54.5 53.6 46.4 53.8 '
3 0 0 0 10.7 1.7 i
Business Machines : |
1 33.3 9.1 21.4 21.4 46,2 |
2 33.3 0 0 0 0
Commercial '
0 0 27.3 0 3.6 7.7
1 16,7 9.1 14,3 14.3 7.7
2 16.7 63.6 50.0 35.7 23.1
3 66.7 0, 35.7 42,9 61.5 |
Oth(’r 0 ’0 O 306 0
«74. |
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Table 51 (continued)

Nusber of Complete Years of Instruction in Sclected
Coursvs Oifered by Schools of Various Sizes
(Categorized by Number of Students in Crades 10~12)

(Rural Yorth Central States)

e

Percentase of Schaoly

P

il

Nuwber cf Yeais _ Rural
Offeved During Urban Less 60-99 100-199 200 or
- Grades 10-12 : than 60 more ..
Students | Studencs | Students Stqﬂgﬂ&!
Foreign Language 1
(Including Latin
and Greek) i
0 0 63,6 17.9 3.6 0
1 0 18,2 39.3 25.0 0
3 100 0 0 7.1 53.8
Foreign Language 2
(Includingz Latin
and Greek)
0 0 100.0 82.1 60,7 30.8
1 0 0 10.7 25.0 7.7 -
3 100 0 0 0 23.1
Music '
0 0 0 3.6 3.6 0
1 0 9.1 0o - 0 0
2 16.7 9.1 10.7 10.7 0
3 83.3 81.8 85.7 85.7 100
Art
0 0 90.9 82.1 67.9 23.1
1 0 0 10.7 7.1 15.4
2 50.0 9.1 0 21.4 15.4
3 50.0 0 7.1 3.6 46.2
Vocational
sAgriculture
0 66,7 90.9 67.9 46.4 23.1
1 0 0 0 0 0
2 0 0 3.6 0 0
) 3 37.3 9.1 28.6 53.6 76.9
Vocational Shop
1 16,7 0 10.7 17.9 7.7
? 0 0 7.1 7.1 23.1
3 16,7 0 3.6 7.1 15.4
Industrial Arts
28.6 23.1
3.6 23.1
17.9 7.7
46,4 46.2
3.6 0




When the variocus vocational courses offered by the Southewn achools
are examined in more detail, we find that the schools attended by the blackl‘ .
tend to differ in their course offerings from those attended by the whites,

Smaller proportions of black than of white students attended high schools
that offered two or more years of comrercial.aubjects ot industrial arts
: courses (see Tables 52 and 53). (Smallcer proportions of black students
';Ef ~ also attended schools that offered business machines or vocational educa«
;?1 ~ tion; bu* these differences were not statistically significant.)

On the cthor Land, as can be seen in Table 54, larger proportiona
of black than of white students attended schools that offerad cour:.es in
vocational agriculture -- a shrinking employment area.

7 '-}f, :
Table 52 ~ R

Proportion of Youths Who Attended Schools That Offered
Two or More Years of Commercial Courses, by Race.

School Offared 2 or More Years o
Race of Commercial Totals B
Yes No
Black 146 (56%) 114 (442) 260
White 24 (77%) 1 (230 318 _
TR R L L e T e i e Lk sasaqd’
| Totals 190 185 579

x2 = 29.63, df = 1; p = <,001
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Race

TAble 53 '

Proporticn of Youths “ho Attended Schools That Offered
Twooor More Years of Industeial Arts Course., by Ruce

| School Offered 2 or More Yours

i M . . .

o of .nduiiifal Arts Totals |
, | . Yes No

ey s - 4 et 1 B 0ot = e o wsep
-

- - 'd

' Black 8 (30) 252 (97%) 260 -

White L91 (29%) | 224 (71%) 315
Totals é 99 : l 476 575
: : !
x? = 66,58, df = 1; p = <,001
Table 54
Proportion of Youths lho Attended Schools That Offered
Courses ln Vocational Agriculture, by Race
_ i . School Offered Vocational
Raco L Agriculture Totals
, Yes No
:;:‘:..‘o{:-;:: ‘;—:‘:: “"o‘f'.“'.‘“..“““".’f'::'-"’.l’::""*c-:r":-‘:“‘ . LIS MO M 5-5d SO b
Black 245 (947) 15 (62) 260
]
White | 254 (81%) 61  (19%) 315
T Gttt v Sl - o et ¢ 2 4GB e GRS ¢ G il ‘.‘-;-‘.¢ — . & —— .—.’ R Y
Totals | 499 76 575

x? = 22,95, df = 13 p = <,00]
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Staff Quality

Every teacher, counselor, and achool administrator who had R
been on the staff of the 75 rural and 8 urban (control) high gchools . _ i
during the 1967<G8 achool year == the students in our sample were ' '
‘seniors that year -- was gent a short questionnaire, This.question-
naire dealt with the background of the staff, their teaching prepare
ation, and their duties during the 1967=68 school year, |

Teachers in rural schools tend to be less well=prepared fog g
teaching than those in urban schools; this was also true in ﬁho No¥th rg{%
Central’states. Although about 318 percent of the urban schools in ' ff?:
the Southeast had 40 percent or more staff with masters degrees or
above, less than 25 percent of rural schools in the Southeast had AD
ypergent or more staff with at lecast masters degrees; only 20 percent

AN

of the North Central rural schools had 40 percent or more staff with
masters degreecs,

N
‘ '%%55 The major difference that we found in staff quality between
North Central rural schools and southeastern rural schools is in the
use of nondegree staff in the southecastern schools, Eighteen of the
rural high schools that we studied in the Southeast had one or more
teachers with no college degree; only one of the North Central schools

CBAsO s O O 0606 O OB ~pe &
. ..‘0‘50.. : ~0.‘. e L3 DL . ‘r." I

. - ee ® ¢ & ei00cse.
9.0 %4 ap,0, 10000, L 0B e DRI T
h .

fida°h téacher with no degree, * -

These tcachers without degrees are found in the larger schoolsy
13 percent of schools with less than 200 students and 36 percent of
schools with 200 or more students had one or more teachers without
degrees, Most of these teachers are used as part of the vocational
trnluipg staff§ many have attended vocatlonal or technical schools,
Thq benel fts achleved are obvious from Table 55, which Is based on data

from only the larger (200 or more puptls) schools,

-78-
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Table 55

, o Relatioeshitp Between the Use of Teachory Yithout Degrees
and Provision by the schoal of Baplovaent-Relnted
Services (Lavrge Schools Only)

- ——

Proportion of Schools Offering Service

.chOuls Thal Have ' Schools That Have
Yo Teaclhiers Withe One or More Teache °

Services out Degrecs ers Without Degrees
§ .4
OJT/War e Study | 1w 55
Ceccupational Familiarization _
Course 35% 82%
"Career Night'" or "Wocation '
Pay™" 67% 92%
Fleld Tripsa 68% -82%
Job Placement 18% 6%

These nondegree teachers are found in 46 percent of the fully

1ntcgruceu schools but in only 17 percent of the segregated or nominally
Integrated schools,

jThere {a a simllar staffling pattern for trained counselors,

Tratned counselors are charncterieit.i‘c. ?f f}l}l):.lnt‘c.gl:i:te‘d. .1;928?.rl.lt:pl ssogh 448 ‘,,;

..;.‘.“..“ ohiond S A vt TN 1abh I8s 5628y "5, T o - ot
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Table 56
Relationship Retween Counselor Trainlng and
Segregation=Integration Status of Schools
o School Counsclor isd
School 1is: Trained Untrained i No Counselar
Segregated 10 (26%2) 6 (33%) 6 (41%)
Nominally Integrated 13 (33%) 11 (612) 4 (6%)
 Fully lutegrated 16 (42%) 1 (29%) b (29%)
] x2= 9,20, df = 4; p = not significant
@
' Table 57
Relationship Between Counselor Training and School Size
‘ School Counselor is:
Nunmber Enrolled —
in Grades 10-12 Trained [ Untrained No Counselot.
<200 7 (19%) 14 (39%) 15 (42%)
200 or more 13 (40%) 13 (40%) 7 (20%)
2 . - - i
‘0 1 rY PP P . YYEREY) 6.8 6 0o ¢ @ - .;Qx.‘.o.’.ﬁ::622.c~.qg .-‘..2:‘. -’é.-"b‘gg !i'gﬂitéce'“;t...r:’ ER
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Table 2t

wWwws that having a tralned connselor 4n the school

Is velated Lo a provistoa of viploanenterelated servicess but having
thuede services (ot a natter of having soreone asslenced to coun-

. seliny Iitics o rhe sehool rather Lhan baviug a tralued counsclor 1y
the 3o oal, 8 The daca for Table 58 are those obtatned from larse
schoels oaly, so Tuble 39 (g conparable with Table 55,

Table 58

Relatisaship Between Counseloar Tralouingy and Provision

by the School of Prployment=Related Services
) (Large Schools Only)
Proportion of Schools Offering Services
T , Schools That | o
Schools That | Have an Un- 1 Schools That
- Have a Traix.edI tralned ! Have No Coun-
Services Counselor + Coungelor !selor
OJT/Work Stud, 42% 237 0%
Occupational Faulliarie
zation Courge 13% 0% 29%
"Carver Hight" or "Woe -
catton Daiy" 75% 92% 57%
Fleld Trips 677 85% 71%
) ]ob p‘l l("‘"‘"‘nt 42 . " 7, . @ - .3.107; L] 0\.. ;Oo‘
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Student Enrollment

The proportion of students enrolled in southern high schoéld

. has been low, but has been increasing steadily in recent years, Only -
Mississippl reported a smaller proportion of atudents enrolled in |
1970 than in 1960, Alabama increased enrollments by 4 percent duriﬁl‘

. this period; South Carolina, by 7 percent; North Carolina, by 8 pepw

cent, and Georgia, by 20 percent(87). These enrollment increases uigp*7 5'

b

however, lower than the national avervage,

Table 59 compares enrollment of two age groups == 1l4=13 yeat=
olds and 16«17 year-olds -- on a state-by-state basis for the souths
eagtern states and the North Central states.* It can be seen that the .
total enrollment figures for the North Central states exceeds the Qﬂ&t&--
eastern astates total enrollment by 2,4 to 3,7 percentage points, the
small variation depending upon age group and race,

. The population of black youths in rural Illinois, Indiana,
Michigan, Missouri, and Ohio is very stable up through ages 14-13,
The influx from other areas occurs among the 16-17 year-olds, Thus
the enrollment statistics for the 14-15 year=-olds do not reflect any
substantial effect of migration patterns, 1In contrast to much of _ 3
TeOtuNE S %S Yhad La “welthdn 1hDhd’ LABLTIOA L1 $a LI (HAT 2T G452 @0 20N 4 vt
' black youth 15 more apt to be enrolled in school if he lives in the E
"pural South than he is if he lives in the rural areas of 1lllinois,

Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, or Ohio =- the only North Central states
that have significant numbers of rural, black residents,

*
A summary evaluation of census data shows a clearc.t downward shift

in enrollment rates and an upward gshift in wmigration rates at age
16, This sudden stepwise change may be related to laws which ree
quire school attendance uncil age 16,
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Percent Enrolled in Scheel zorz~

3
p et - . tiane e - e S & e

Total State Total Rural i:
W 3 W 3 ,
L seate | 14-15| 16417 [14-15 |16-17 14-15 1617 |14-15/16-17 }
- Alabama . 94.6185.0 [91.8 |84.1 !93.1 82.1(91.7/83.7 [ 99,696
Georgla | 94.37]82.7 [92.1 |79.4 |93.8 79.1|91.9]76.8 129,430
‘Mississippt - 91.8 84,1 (92,8 82,0 |90.0 82,2 {93.3i82,2 | $4,963
xm: garoﬁna 94.9 1 84,2 |92,7 '81.9 |94.2 83.8 |92.9 82,4 146,450
! SOUC aro ns - N : 9306 ! 82.6 92.7 82.9 92.9 N 83.3 :
o Total - 94,2 83, 4 81,9 [93.2 8.7
I11inois 97.4' 91.1 | 94.3 '85.8 95.9 - 91,8 | 365,514
Indiana 96.9 . 88,7 [96.0 81,9 |96.2 89.5|91.1 45,8 193,140
Kinsas - 0 96.4°91,1 195,7 '85.6 96,0 91.8( % . 84,950
Mirnesota | 97.6 95.3 /91,2 '90.0 |97.0:95,1| % : & 156,374
Miss8urd 95,8 88,3 |94.5 82,7 |94.0(87.3(85.3:78.4 159,779
T -,3 EMRALS &, <2240 0.0 L 02 ® 95T Q2 P 9029, B2 03..6?':%;91”“? se P o oo 8T, 4351,
» “!‘ H Dakota ' 95. 8 93 1 * f * 9600 : 9307 LI * ' 27,0103
i 97.2 92.0 |95.6 88,1 196.5 91.1194.1:90.9 391,757
1+:th Dakota il 95.7 93.8| * ! % 194,1'91,8] & . 28,125
:\.;.';‘Jonﬂiﬂ 9703 9403 92.6 8709 9602 9204 * * 176 106
i ﬁtal ! 9/‘00 55.5 WW&I . ;Ioz . . [ . !,5!5,;25 [}

* < Black population very small
*% . North and South Dakota excluded
¢ =~ States with low black populations excluded

9070
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SN

Total Populatidh by Race,
Ages 14«13 & 1617

LR YL TR

Total Rural ' Tota. State . Total Rurnlly.,

X N - ——b ] W i
4=15 16-17 {1415, 1617 14=15 16=17 | 1418 1617 1415 | 16-17 14uls 0 S
93.1 82,1 |91.7 83.7 | 99,696 | 94,456 | 48,729 45,093 | 44,626 | 42,127 R

93.8 79.1{91.9 76.8 129,430 © 122,571 | 59,333 55,094 | 56,923 | $2,949 | 22,317 1‘“ir39?
90.0 82.2 {93.3 82,2 54,965 | 51,484 | 46,072 41,775 | 30,662 | 28,642 | 29,207 | 24,8%
94,2 83.8 |92.9 82.4 146,450 | 143,678 | 59,443 56,890 | 85,935 | 83,183 | 34,282 | 33,829
92,9 83.3 |93.4 85.1 69,456 | 68,244 | 44,210 42,008 | 36,350 { 34,669 | 27,989 | 3ﬁi9g°

93.2 82,2 '92,7 32. - 499,997 480,433 | 257,78 0,837 [254,496 )3 133f113f] 1) |

2 365,514 © 347,669 | 68,033 58,878 78,513 | 73,628 1,238 1,274
96,2 89,5 |91.1 45.8 195,140 | 186,317 | 17,639 16,601 | 79,489 | 74,717 360 | 3,292
95.8 92,7 *  # 113,434 | 109,579 | 1,486 1,357 | 54,607 | 52,844 42 38
96.0 91,8 | * " 84,950 . 81,242 | 4,885 4,256 | 32,658 | 31,439 231 209
97.1 90.7 {79.6 82,1 331,066 : 312,148 | 47,239 - 42,098 104,942 | 97,696 | 1,884 | 1,812
97.0 95,1 * -156,574 . 149,870 | 1,504 . 1,341 | 59,659 | $7,086 29 |V 28
94.0 87.3(85.3 73,4 159,779 © 150,509 | 23,144 20,439 57,006 | 52,640 1,383 1,247
95.6 93.9 | # * 57,435 55,413 | 2,004 1,705 ' 24,929 | 24,141 s0,! .. 83,

§ T AL P N 2T L QBJEAE PR IS 100 R0 6,807 Bo,00 Pl SqthaS Ry

96.5 91.1:94.1 90,9 391,757 . 369,086 | 46,829 41,797 | 119,461 {110,602 1,481 1,701
94.1 91.8| # * 28,125 ' 26,903 48 7% | 16,690 | 16,038 9 47

96,2 92.4 | * . 176,106 167,540 | 6,572 5,685 | 68,399 ! 64,249 g 76
6.1 91,4 |86.1e 77.2e 12,086,923 . 1,982,142 \ . '713f§36‘?37ﬁf§§6' 6,0240 | 7,%260

small
excluded
populations excluded
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The Dropout Problem in Southern Schools

Extent of thé Prob1qg

<

Table 59 shows that a smaller percentage of 16-17 year-olds than
of 14-15 year-olds are enrolled in school; the difference reflects tiie
dropouta that occur during the most cr: tical age level when achooltn‘
is suddenly no longer mandatory, When we look at Table 59, we find Iu
‘exceptionally small drOpout vate (4,7 percentage points drop in ens
tollment) among rural youths in the North Central atates, a fact thag
is in line with the findings of our earlier study, and a marked drdpe

‘ out (11,0 percentage points drop) among the 16-17 year-old white ntuu
dents in the rural South,

-

The picture for black rural youths is not as clear with respict
to dropout rates, In the North Central states, the number of black
rural youths 16-17 years old is greater than the number who are l4=i3

years old., The additional youths are, no doubt, inmigrants; obviously,
large proportions of those who dropped out of southern schools did not
re-enroll when they moved North, A very logical argument can be made’
that these dropouts from southern schools show up in the statistics in
a way that overweights the apparent dromout rate in the rural North and

underweights the appar ent dropout rate {q Ehc rural SOuth If !o,‘tb s o oo, s
& 0. S ‘.&ragéut picture for’ black youths in the “rurai SOuth s 1ndead mucn wornl
than in the rural North, although this is not obvious from the statistics

1“ Tﬂb]e 590

Among the rural youths in our sample*, all of whom entered high
school, 10,9 percent of white and 18,2 percent of black youths dropped
out of high school before graduating, In comparison with the 3.5 pere
cent dropout ratc in the North Central states, this is indced high,

%
See Appundix C for an explanation of why this sample did not include
those who dropped out of schoonl before the 9th grade,

-84~



Factors itelated to Bropning Cit_of Hidh School
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“ .
Razo, Many of the black vouths in the Southeast come [rom Fam-

Cilies (tat are cstrenely poor, Many of thenm cannot afford to buy lunch

- at school or to pay other school-related expenses, A chief court coune
- "
selor {i 4 North Caroline county stateds
o~ w" \
e "So many of these kids are very much gware that their

clothies are not as nice as [those of | thelr peers,
And they will stay home to keep frem being embarrassed
frou going to sehool with shoes with the soles off,
dresses that hove been patched and patched, clothes
that are not in style, They lack clothes; lack
lunch money, I lacw a lot of kids that ‘will stay
hamme from scheol rather than admit that they don't
have lurch merey, ,,.1 have scen these kids stay
home for lack of having their fees the first days

of scheonl, anl they, of cuurse, mlss the orientation
of the schoul and the orfentation of the classes
they are In, They pet behind, their grades are low,
and they drop out because they lose interest,"

An NYC worker in a Mississippi county said much the same things

"A lot of them drop out because of econanic reasons.,
[ have had so many say to me 'l can't keep up with
the others,' It weuld have to go back to economic

sofgasons. he funlly lanit naking, cuoysh, s, (UGY .o e cevegs,

LN WY B lle WP LN S N e Vo TN TR LY thL B8 (HE dame” A “the

whites," -

Others who were {nterviewed said that black youths were likely
to drop ont to help support thele familles, and that many black girls
drop out because of pregnancy, Thus, the following hypothesis was

testqd:

ERIC - 0093
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@  More black than white youths . S
leave high school before gradu- c Y
ation, and report the following Y
rvagons for doing so:

- lacked proper clothing, T
- = lacked money to finance their A

education, _ o
- had to help support the family, R

- pregnancy,

Among those rural youths in our sample who did not go ‘to college, ;32
24 percent of the white youths and 31 percent of the black youths drope
ped out of high school; this difference was not statistically signifi-
cant, The college attendance rates differ for the races, however, and
among all rural youth, a significant‘difference in dropout rates is
found (see Table 60.)

There 1s not a significant difference between black and white .
youths insofar as saying they dropped out to help support their famiw _5
lies, or because the lacked clothing or money, However, there is a A
significant difference between the numbers of black and white girls who
sald they dropped out because of pregnancy; 8 percent of black girls hus
leas than 2 percent of white girls dropped out of school for this

reagon (see Table 61). Despite this relationship, the proportion of 3
$0722:3° 02T PAIK RIS WP roprdd 0wk of “schotl ot all-faasoiis~£d ot sighiticanely S )
greater ihan the proportion of white girls who dropped out, White males
are rno more likely to drop out than white girls but black males are faf

more likely to drgp out than black girls (see Table 62).
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Table 00

Proportion of All Kural Youth Who Dropped
Out of Hiuh Scheol) by Race

4cw

{— Dropped out ol H,S, J 1
Race [ Yes No i Totals i
Black |51 (18%y 229 (82%) 280
} t
White : 35 (112) 287 (6ui) 322
« ———a— - - — a— oo " —— ——
lotals : &6 - 510 . 602
- - : T ‘
x2= 6,59, df = 13 p = <,02
Table 61
Proportion Who Dropped Out of High School
Because of Pregnancy, by Race
Dropped out of H,S., Be=
cause of Pregnancy
~ Race Yes No Totals
..‘tu“."-o‘ 00‘51-0‘:‘:-;:‘:‘:;::‘0:0 :o:.oz}:: ;‘i‘;vkoge‘t L XX 3 Sesg 0+ B¢ ~-.’Q:=t‘. - ;

SR LR 7Y MEERAE AT St
white 3.(17) | 209 (99%) 212

— e .

Totals 20 197 | 417
. . o

x%= 10,79, df = 13 p = <,005

-87-
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Table 62
Proportion Who Dropped Out of High School, by Race & Sex

Dropped out of H,S,
Race & Sex Yes No "~ Totals
White Male 13 (10%) | 97 (90%) 110
Whrite Female 22 (12%) 1 190 (882%) 212
.Totals 35 287 322

*2. 0,16, df = ); p = not significans

Black Male 22 (29%) | 53 (712) 75
Black Female 29 (147%) | 176 (867%) 208
Totals s1 229 | 280

x%= 8,50, df = 1; p = <,008

.o.,o. e 6. O oo -aos G . ® . 6. *e e % o ' N X e 1046 . ce @& @ ..~‘.  Ge B te . ad 4~ .
.o » . . YY) LY SN . e - - «“ ® a»e > o ®. - . - e -mé »e- & -3 “ e
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[ C0 T g L e people interviessd {0 the South- ‘
- LU
east dndicotod ot o yount peeple dropoeut of school beeause of
NI pPoverty. Tieretore we tosted the Collowiag hypothesiss
- o The eschool Jdropout rate docs
‘ net diiter systenitically X
= with fumlly income, R
A '
;'_-.

y It waa foucl, Tor both blacks and whites, that students fro

‘fi- the ~cover Tan{!v are more likely to drop out of school than those

: frem familics with higher fecomes, as shown in Table 63, However, tha -
O critfcal point seoms to be diffevent for the two ,rn'cesz for blaucks

the kev diviston polut appears to be 1 :s than $2000 per year; for

whites, le:s than $3000 a year,

-89~
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Table 67

ST e TeE T AT

——

Family Income

* enmre

Dropped Out of School

~—y

Proport fon Who Dropped Out of School, by Race and Income level

- oo ousrerNpagra

- level & Race Yes No Totals
White: .
<$3,000 8 (38%)| 13 (62%) 21 .
$3,000-7,499 20 (15%2)1110 (854) 130
>7,500 10 (6%)[152 (94%) 162
(PR WO PP
Totals 38 275 313
x2 = 19.95, df = 2; p = <,001
Black:
<$2,000 28 (312)| 63 (69%) 91
$2,000-7,499 ° 26 (16%)|132 (84%) 158
>7.500 2 (122)! 14 (887) 16
Totals 56 209 265

x2 = 7,86, df = 2; p = <,02

~90)-
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Tiese, vl other thadlngs related to Laat Iy income may be (n-
Aoourat oy R Loaere are oo reasong tor not. .u‘vq‘t‘in_f'. l'('pnl'tt.ul

frevne v pace v tas g T G Jirfienln, for one th Ny, to flgure ae-

re
o~
13
-
fonoy
(2]
-
yow
-
2
-
”

Mareosver, past oxnerience fn osurvey work indicated that VS pOite

dents, p.riicvaliviv roval restdents, are often reluctant to divulge

the amount of thelr vearly tanily fncome, This reluctance takes

elther of tiuo foraar o refusal to estimate family Inecome; or an o T
estingt - which, bocause {1t is fusonsistent with other answers, is :
chv iously wach bichor than the actual Tanily income, i
R+

Anticip:ting these problens, we used two measures of fanily {in- .

come, The firet wis the “estimated total yeurly income" of the family

In doliara; the other, a "Purchasing Power Index" (PPI) based on the

answer to the following questionmuire ftem:

Betweoen 1954 and 1968: (check the appropriate box)

o Our family did not have enough money for food, clothing

-~

and transportations

d Our family had enoupgh money for food, clothing and
trangsportation;

 Cur Lamil» had some surplus money left over for
extras

J Our family hal enough monev for vacations, education
ard elther savings or investment,

The purchaslng pow~r index was shown in the North Central states
study to be very highly related to the mean f{ncome per fauily member,
It has 4 sorewhat lower correlatinn with estimates of total yearly
family fncomeg the relatfons'iip of total family 1ncome to Purchasling

Pover fod-amoray the snbjerts In the present study {g shown in Table 64,




Table 64

Relationship of Purchasing Power Index
to Estimated Total Family Income

Number of Families with Estimated
' Purchasing Power Yearly Family Income of! ,
¥ Index Level - —i—r
93,000 | 201000 1932090 791990 | 6 over |Urknown
Black:
1 52 10 b 2 1 3
2 52 27 12 3 1 a
3 0 1 0 1
4 1 1 1 -
White:
1 7 1 0 0 0 0
2 12 21 30 12 2 |
3 1 3 Q 14 6 1
4 0 ) 7 10 1
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Power Iades proeved to be a more sensitlve measure

Al
O

oeneoh money

ot pover iy that s orelure! o dropaiag out of wchool,

Of

Lo buy essential food,

pereeat o the white srudents and 41 pereent

of the bluck stidents dropped eut of school (see Table 65).

Proportion sh Dropped Qut, by Purchasing Pewér Index level and Race.
e e e et et e e e e o e
Purcivin . oy Dropped Out of #,8,

Pﬂ'.»'-:!‘ t:
Level &

— e - s

——— e S e o

White:

e o —

1
2
3 &4

o
Race

BT N r——— .
[ &
Y o e e e b - ] > - o —e v o= | e A————tn A armre s e e

Table 65

S—— e —-—

- — Ly

No

Yes

Totals

5 (627)
17 (229)

12 (17%)

3 (38%)
62 (78%)
57 (83%)

8
79
69

Totals 34 ;122 . 156
x% = 8,56, df = 23 p = <,02
Black: '

-

29 (417) 42
14 (157%) 8l
3 (202) 12

(59%)
(85%)
(807%)

71
95
15

46 §135

I

|

181

——.

x2 = 14,80, df = 23 p = <,001
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Among, those school dropouts who responded to our questiomnaire,
over 90 percent of the black youths but only 36 percent of white joutho
say they would have stayed in school had financtal aid been available
‘to them, (See Table 66),

Our findings then, show that one effect of poverty is a tendenei
for poor youths to drop out of school, Agrecment can probably be
reached that this {s an undesirable cause-cffect relatlionship that 0
shoutd ha doalt with by any program claiming to be aimed at ﬁit(gatiﬁs !
the problems of rural youth in the Southeast, Some form of income
supplement is indicated as part of the youth program as long as welfars
payments or other systems of monctary aid fail to provide enough money:

for essentials,

Table 66
Proport ion of School Dropouts Who Say They Would Have Stayed In f?
School Had Financial Aid Been Available, By Race -t
would Have Stayed in School '
if Financial Aid Had Been
Available
Race Yes No Totals
white 12 (36%) 21 (64%) 33
Black 40 (91%) 4 (9%) 44
Totals 52 25 77

x2 = 25,59, df = 1; p = <,001

«~0Q4-




Mostoasproaches to oprovidies ncoac sutplements for students

from Tow=incoce Jastljes as o reasoro to preveat school dropouts (most
. sucll pavzioats wanld we to L1 cb ventha) will wot galn the accoeptance

of the rural 1ol vohiy, 1t aee.s ety that the only acceeptable way

Lu which focvne Saralosents can be provided to these youths is by pay-
tg them ror partetine work, This appriach will gatn acceptance from ' "fﬁ
the rural leders wvho, we have found frem our interviews, are primarily

work orionted,

A part-tine job or "work experience wag found, 1in the North
Contral Slitoa,in Lo urrelasod to Later caployment cxpcricnce* and could
not be juitifled as a preventative measure agalnst school dropouts in
the rural parts of the North Central states where the school dro?out

rate ls vorv low, It Joos dppar to have relevance in the Southeast

where the dropout rate Is higher and where large proportions of the

dropouts =iaht stay fn school {f fiuaneial aild were available to them,

[f part-time work is to be considered as a means of providing
an inceme supplement to prevent school dropouts, it becomes important
to know something about the availability of part-time work in the rural

Southeast,

The availadility'af part-tinme work in a small town in the South-
east is most affected By nuabers of population both within the town
and In the snrrourding area -- as was the case in the North Central
states stuly, Most of the nonfarm business in these small towns 1in
the Southeast fs in service vucupations, an employment sector that ree
lies on an adeqgunte population bise, Thus the smaller the town, the
less liwely i1 s that part-time employment will be available, A South

*Thurn Ps v i tene I o stadies thet the part-time job hag any
beaoT ool w0t ofthes jn the “orth Central states or in the

SRt e s entry lesal wames or later employient,  Sce
the wustinn or thi report wiler "Faotors that Affect Employment -
Part -t iae hre'".

«95.-.
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Carolina guldince counselor discussed the relationship between size of

town and the availability of part-time jobs:

"There are only a small nunber of part-time jobs
because there are only five or six businesses
which can hire, Usually these jobs are in the
clothing stores which hire only two or three
people, They can't hire more because you don'c
have a large volume of people coming in to buy,
They would be spending out more money than they'd
be taking {n,"

A Comnunity Action Program coordinator in North Carolina blamed
‘the scarcity of part-time jobs for youth in his county on a lack of
local leadership:

"We just do not have enough interested leaders in
this area to'get some type of good youth program
going, 1t seems, since this is an industrial
area, that these people could come together and
could form some form of rural youth co-ops where
they would have part-time employment during the
school season and full-time employment during the
summer."

In the North Central states study, it was found that young people.
from the '"better families” in small towns were most likely to be hired
for any available jobs, In the'SOuth, class bias in hiring might
appear to be less important than racial bias, However, it is very often
difficult to separate the two factors,

When we controlled for race and sex we found no difference in
the proportion of youths from poor families who obtained part«time
work and the proportion of youths from more affluent families who ob-
tained part-time work,

Some of the trouble southeastern youths have in obtaining parte
time employment does appear to be related to racial factors, This was

pofnted ot by a high school curriculum director in Georgia:

-96~
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"About three weeks age 1 oasked four bluacks to po to
the fxrocery] steres =« thoy are tyo-hit grocery
gtores herey and not really ‘white! stores == and
the supereariet, the five-mul=ten, and the drug
gtores, which hire vouag people to holp out during
Christmas, ... lhey were turaned down,"

‘ Several persons in the rural Soatheast said that discrimination
In hirlag nractices for part=time jobs occur there, A man who directs

- a training program for rural youth stated:

"Iho higgest thine risht now In school fa this employ-
ment thiog,...The [voung people} sign up some time
durin: the school scason for employment, and they're
told {lutly that they ‘'don't want uny blacks.' Thisg
is all wrong, The racial problems hare are sugar
coated, They want you to feel like everything is
fine,...They'll tell you that what we have is wonder-
ful -- the racial s{tuation here, But when you come
right down to the nitty gritty, it is not so wonder-
ful," : ‘

Even though black youths are qualified to do the work, they
often are not hired, A woman working for a South Carolina Community

Action Program remarked;

- "™We do have black children that can run a cash register
and can type, but they aren't hired. We have a young
man that works here with us during the summer ..,, I
know that he is capable ,,., He's determined to go on
to college, He's very =-- now you talk abont povertys
he Is on the poverty level, (His mother had a large
familys his father {s¢ dead,) He drives a school bus,
ard that's his only source of income ..., I sent him
to ask for a job In the drug store during the Christmas
holldays ,,.. He was turned down,

"Another example of this was one young lady who told me
that the man In the ... grocery store astod her if
she knoew how te run a cash reslster, Did she know the
differeat prices?  sShe old him that tho prieces are
stamped an tie thines that the person was purchasing
and she could reaid them,  She even asked him to give

her a test on the cash reglster, but he didn't do it.,"

-G7a
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We tound about the same proportions of black and of white girls
worked part-time while in school (42 percent and 47 percent respectively),
White males were much more likely than black males to have done part-

. time work while {n school, as Table 67 shows,

Table 67

Proport{ons of Male Rural Youth, by Race, Who
Worked Part-time While in School

Worked Part-time
R
Race Yes No
white 77 (72%) 30 (262)
Black ' 38 (52%) 35 (487%)
X% = 7,45, df = 1; p = <,01 '

Table 68 shows the percentage of each group who looked for part-
time work in town and were unable to find it in each of the four years
1965-1968, Very few of -those who looked for work in town were not
able to find it; low-income blacks had the most difficulty,

Table 68

Proportions Who Looked for Work in a Small Town and Couldn't
Find it Betwecen 1965 & 1968, by Race, Sex & Family Income

Year
Family -

Race Sex Income 1965 1966 1967 1968
Black Males <$3000 9% 9% 6% 6%

2383000 07 07 42 0%
White Males <$3000 0z . 0% 0% 0%

280 | oz % 17, 1%
Black Females <$3000 87 37 37 Y4

LT IL I I 2 IS L AU - ;
White Fomales <53000 r 0 o 0z 0z
sy L e
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The proportions who worked on a farm 4t some time between
1965-1968 are shown below in Table 69. Approximately equal propor-
tions of white and black males worked on a farm, Thus {t also appears !
that race {s not a factor that affects part-time farm work, except

among girls, Most girls who work part-tine for pay on farms come
from low-income black families,

Table 69
Proportion Who Worked on a Farm Between 1965 & 1968, by Race & Sex

Worked on a Farm
Between 1965-1968

Race & Sex Yes No Totals g

Black Females 37 (19%) 159 (81%) 196

White Females 18 (92) 190 (91%) 208 S
Totals 55 349 | 404

x2- 8,97, df = 1; p = ¢.008

Black Males 23 (29%) - | 57 (71%) 80
White Males 33 (30%) 76 (70%) 109
Totals 56 133_ 189

x 2= 0.05, df = 1; p = not significant
|

Very few young people who looked for part-time farm work were
unable to find it, And, as might be expected, it was easier for them
to obtain employment on a farm as they got older, Table 70 shows the

percentage of each group who looked for fam work and were unable to
find it in each of the four years 1965-1968,




Proportion Who Looked for Farm Work but Were Unable to Find it Between
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White Males
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Sex
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Bluck Mules

Table 70

1965 & 1968, by Race, Sex, & Family lncome

. B Gt G @ e G——— Y

Black Females<$3000

White Females™33000

: Yoar
Family e e e e e -
tocome 11965 | 1998 1967 1968
<$3000 [ 9% | 9% 6% 6%
>$1000 | 4z 5_ 0% 42 0%
<$3000 0% ‘ 0% 2 0%
253000 1% 0% 0% 0%
0% 1% 1% 1%
.2$3000 5% 32 12 0x
ox 0% 0z 0% -
2$3000 12 1% 1% 12

There [s an apparent {ncongistency in these data. Large numbers

of our black sample came from famillies with very low fncomes; large

numbers of those who drop out of school say they could have sta}ed in

school {f they had more money; very few say they looked for part-time

work and couldn't find {t,

Three different explanatfons seem possibley

the poor youths dildn't want to work, or the part-time jobs didn't pay

enough to provide a sufficient [ncome supplement to have any cffect,

or the poor, black youths dldn't bother to look for part-time jobs be-

cause they knew the jobs were not available to them (sce the section

on "Factorg Affecting Outmlgration == Job Digerimination").
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Vocational Training. Many cducators whom we interviewed in the

South gtressed the need for vocational training in the public schools,
and linked vocational tralning to the correction of the dropout probe
lem, They felt that the provision of a broader range of vocational
tralning programs in the public schools would hold the interest of

the student enough to keep him in school, A high school superintendent
in Georgla stated:

"At the eighth or ninth grade level you have got
to provide something vocational, or those stue
dents who are not able to go on to college will
get disinterested in school and end up by drop-
ping out., Vocational courses have a kind of
holding power to keep these students in the
schools,"

It 1s interesting that an NYC Director in North Carolina saw
vocational training as being primarily for low=ability or misfit stu=-

dentss

"It used to be in public schools that everyone
was supposel to do the same thing == take the
same courses, Tuis was one of the reasons that
the students dropped out, The schools just
didn't adjust to anyone with low ability, or
those who started behind, or those who didn't fit
their pattern, Now, more vocational courses are
being provided in the schools to retain the in-
terest of these students, This should cut down
on the dropout problem tremendously,"

Some schools {n the Soutn that are unable to provide a variety
of vocational programs for their students because of low enrollments
or financial problems allow ctudents to take vocational courses at
scparate vocationiletechnical schools, The students are given high
school credits for these courses, A high school principal in a

small town in Georgla talked about such a programi
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"Our high school senifors get the opportunity to take
part in a program of voucational courses at _ .
Vocational School, which is quite a distance == in
fact, about 60 miles from here., We have a bus go-
ing there from our school, This {8 the first year
of operation and we have about 30 or 35 students
taking part in the program, Next year we antici-
pate a full busload of ahout 60 or 70 gtudents., This
1s going to be a tremendous help for us, We would
very much like to offer them more vocationally,"

From the data it appears that whether or not vocational courses
are offered in the Southeast high schools may, indeed, be an important
factor influencing whether youths drop out of or remain in high schoel,
Schools that offered courses in business machines and in vocational

education had lower dropout rates than those that did not offer such
courses (see Tables /1 and 72),
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Tabla M

Relatfonship of Dropout Rate and Ofterine: Courses
in Buginess Machiines, by Race

e~ m e e i = e aeemt e e o 1 e - —— S
fbropped out of High School

Schoatl oriored! lf""« e e et e e = g st
Busineas Mo bines f Yes No Totals

T ettt @ e e aie - S WEANAT L) et W e Wi WD ARG 5 ¢ e Pt = St i G G WP 0P ~O Y Pt - b Ty
A dda oL JLIL I IR I B i DRI - W S TP CRTRRP S B @ v W G ——— e - - et e Bt Y .

|

I’: 1.1\‘ '(\ H ;
ce———y. ¢ . '

Yos 19 (14%) | 113 (86%) | 132
No 37 (20%) 91 (712) 128

eeet S B e b can e - - v o

Totals 36 L 204 260

S Ve e S o W = W S ® - -

x2 = 8,09, df = 1; p = <,005

White: | i

— o

Yes 22 (12%) 160 (58%) 182
. |
No ) 18 (14%) 115 (86%) 133

- W b ot -

Totals | 40 275 315

x2 = 0,14, df = 1; p = not significant

Table 72

Relationship of Drcpout Rate and Offering Courses
" in Vocat{onal Education, by Race

! Dropped Out of High School !

School Offered

Vocational Fducation Yes No ’ Totals
Black: | ’
Yes ! 30 (21%) 111 (79%) 141
No i 26 (22%) 93 (78%) 119
Totals ] 56 {204 | 260
x2= 0.01, df = 13 p = not significant
Whites i |

Yos L1500 155 (910 | 170
No f 25 (177) 120 (83%) ; 145

(. .- it et & - r

el
\g
1

Tatala A 275 L 315

SR A A Al B S i w e e et il e e o O e it e BB b, B i Be A el e 2. M vttt -l S etbodis B O wa st

X* m 5,00, df = 13 p = <,05
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Post-Secondary Education

College Attendance

Because of the large proportion of poverty-level black families
in the rural Southeast, we expected to find that:

0 More black than white youths
report not going to college
because they could not afford
to go to college,

This hypothesis is substantiated, as shown in Table 73a., Only
9 percent of white noncollege youth, but 31 percent of black none
college youth, said they did not attend college because they could not
afford to go to college,

R T e L T I Lt
s_‘,-'_r;';u"’. PR Sl

Table 73a .
Proportion of Noncollege Youths Who Said They did not go to College
Because They did not Have Enough Money to go to College, by Race

Had No Money for College
Race Yes No Totals
white 14 (9%) 143 (91%) 1587
Black 58 (31%) 131 (69%) 189
Totals 72 274 346

x2 = 24,66, df = 1; p = <,001

Table 73b shoés college attendance for each race by family ine
come, The critical income level is different for blacks and whitaws,
White students from families with L-comes of less than $3000 tend not
to go to college; black students from families with incomes between
$2000 and $3000 are as likely to go to college as those from famnilics
with lucomes ahove $3000, Those below $2000 tend not to go to college,
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Table 744

College attendance by Race and Fasily lncoae

e i A T o SEP S e - -~ PO s LU e e + Pttt v e

| Numbor Who

@ et o g s e o g .

T

DLd Not

: At L'Ullk! Wil
Familyv Incone i College Attend College
White studeass: i
<63000 : 3 (123) 22 (88%)
233000 v 162 (557) i 132 (45%)

1

x?= 17,14, df = 13 p = <.,001

e o B e W - 44— —— W W " - g -

-—— . . omme - .- -

Bldvk’é}L]:%tst
<323909 - 18 (197) 77 (81%)
232000 73 (427 102 (58%)

-— - - -

x2= 14,28, df = 1; p = <,001

In the North Central states study it was found that the higher
the proportlon of the county population employed in agriculture, the
higher the proportion of young people that attended college, However,
in many of the southeastern counties that are dependent on agricule
ture, the incidence of poverty ls high, especially among blacks as
shown {n Tuble 74,




Table 74

Proportion of Rural Youths Whose Families Had lncomes Bolow $3,000
by Proportion of County Population Engaged in Agriculture

(White Youths)

% of County Number of Youths from Families with‘lncoma!oft
Pop, Emploved \

in Agriculture Less than $3,000 $3,000 or More
15% or less 22 (87%) 259 (92%)

Over 15% 4 (107%) 35 (90%)

x%= 0,27, df = 1; p = not significant

(Black Youths)
15% or less ' 109 (49%) 111 (51%)
Over 157 49 (72%) 19 (28%)

n

x?= 10,63, df = 1; p = <,005

It was anticipated, thercfore, that the following hypothesis
would hold for white youths but not for black youths:

0 A larger proportion of young
people go on to college from
rural counties that are highly
dependent upon agriculture
than from counties that are less
dependent upon agriculture,

As expected, the data show that this hypothesis is substane
tiated for white youths but not for black youths (see Table 75).

In countles where a large proportion of the population (over 15
percent) were employed in agricultural occupations, 84 percent of white
youths went to collepe; only 47 percent of white youths from Eounties
with a small propnetion (15 percent or less) employed in agriculture

wont to collepe,
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Derin ot statistically slonitieant, the results for black
YOt et e ete sttt Ve boering o omfwd thet 72 perent of
the Bl i Do N hearicuTiote ceuntios cone from farliles with
bacomas Lol SO0 HE Ha saenrlain g Lo Tindoa collepe atrtendance
rata of S0 cereenty fo the lesa asricalteral raral countles (in which
9 pereont ond il fncoses beleow S3,000) the ecollege attead imce rate

bs caly @) porcens,

Table 75

Proporcion Mo Atteadad College from Counties With Low
and nizh vroporticng Luploved In Agriculture, by Race

Pronare i of
Cormtw funnloved
in Agricaleere Yes No

—— -

Attended Collepe

=

Totals

———,— s

e e e e e e -
—_————l R R

] ’ I
Wnite: : ' !

Lowe 135 (47%) 180 (53%) | 285
High |31 (847) 6 (162) : 37

Totals 166 ; © 156 322

x?= 17.39, df = 1; p = <,001

et A | G sl 1ean e - S ——— . § @

Black: l |
63 (307) 148 (702) 211
Higkh |20 (424) 450 (582) | 69

- — e PO S ———aim L

Low

b -

Totals Py 188 . 280

P d e ) e e D D Gt e B At b M e & Ao - P

xz- 3,49, df = 1; p = not significant




College attendance among rural youths was found to be related
to the size of the ligh school they attended. The interrelationships
found among the variables suggest that this cffect is independent of
the relationship of college attendance to family income or to growing
up in a rural county highly dependent on agriculture., The following
tables show the interrelationships that lead to this conclusion,

Table 76 shows that family income and size of school attended
are not strongly related, :

Table 76

Family Income of Students Enrolled in Small Schools
and of those Enrolled in Large Schools, by Race

(White Students)

Family Income

Enrollment
Grades 10-12 ' <3,900 23,000

<200 9 (8%) 102 (92%)

2200 12 (67%) 190 (94%)

x2= 0,54, df = 1; p = not significant
(Black Students)
<200 46 (65%) 25 (3s%)
2200 110 (53%) 97 (47%)

x2 = 2,91, df = 1; p = not significant

Table 77 shows that:a) by far the majority of small schools atre
in the more industrialized rural counties; b) white students in highly
agricultural counties are more apt to attend small schools than are
white students in less agricultural rural counties; ¢) white students
are more apt to attend small schools than black students are; and d) black
students {n highly agricultural counties are no more likely to attend
small schools than are black skudents in more industrialized rural

countfes,
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Tabile 79

Propovrasn of fealear, Tromy Ol it des Biahly Depeadent: and Not Highly
Depor vl on Soricuitere whe Attended Siitereat Sfoe schools, by Race

Whlte Stntentg)

T T T T T TR GY o stiteat s whe T
1ol f Attended School Withs !

County Poputation e - - —

Fiaploved In Asviculture L2 Studeats 200 or More : Totals

*
i

15. Or

C5s ; 90 (327 192 (687) |, 282
Over 157, f 23 (647 C 13 (363) : 36
Totals 11 L 205 y 318
x2= 14,25, df = 1 p = <,001
N (Black Stulents)

215
72

157 or less : 57 (277) . 158 (737%)
Over 137 ST 240) 55 (707)

———— -

Totals : 74 P 213

- p— - -l

287

b v e e om— e

xZ= 0,24, df = 1; p = not significant

we found that among black students and female students (es-
pecitlily amony black, female studeats) that those who attended small
high schools were mure likely to attend college than those who attended

larger high schools (see Table 78),




Table 78 d

Proportion of Students from Different High Schools Who
Attended College, by Race and Sex

S{ze of High School Attended College
Attended--Number of
Pupils, Grades 10-12 Yes No

yhite Females: e
<200 38 (57%) 28 (43%) 'ﬂf_
2200 59 (44%) 75 (562) 3

x2= 3,25, df = 1; p = not significant

White Males:

<200 21 (50%) 21 (502)
2200 44 (657%) 24 (352)

x2- 2,32, df = 13 p = not significant

Black Females:
<200 24 (51%) 23 (49%)
2200 48 (322) 104 (68%)
x%= 5,90, df = 1; p = <,02
Black Malesg: )
<200 7 (29%) 17 (71%)
2200 12 (25%) 36 (75%)

Xz' 0.14, df = 1; p = not significant
Combined Groups:

white: x2 = 0,004, df = 1; p = not significant
Blacks x2 = 4,385, df = 1; p = <,05
Male: x2 = 0,580, df = 13 p = not significant
Female; x? = 7,140, df = 13 p = <,01
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Tho Lprestion that natarally artaes is, "What are the charac-
tedistivg o ot sehicols that proopt black students and female
students to go to college o an warlivr section of this report we
showed Tl the ceurse ofterings of small schools were less varled
tlan thoow in s lleor schiools,  Since wany seall schools can afford
only one curriculoo, evervone takes what amounts to a collepe prepar-
atory ceurs:e, his oway be part of the answer. However, thisrcxplan-
ation wruld Tave o assune a selective effect == taking a college
preprratoers eourse would lead to college attendunce among females to
a much greater Jdearce than anong males.  Our other findings do not
substunti:re this nwonothestis,

A detiailed aralysis of our data leads us to conclude that a

cluster of occupitionally oriconted services centering around vocational

"counseling bave a woegative Influence on the college attendance of
black sindzits, The larger schools tend to offer these services; the

smaller g-~hsols an! segregated schools do not,

In a previous section of this report, entitled "Staff Quality",
we have shown the strong relatlonships that exist between school size,
school Legregation, the presence of counselors in the school, the
presence of teachling staff without degrees, and the provision of 0JT/
Work Study, Occupational Familiarization courses, "Carcer Night" or
Vocation Day", fleld trips, and job placement services., We will not
repeat this materfal at this point, but the reader should review the
section on "staff (uality" to better understand the implications of
the followiny findings,

Table 79 shows that black students who attend schools that
offer a broad array of empnloymenterelated scrvices are less apt to go

to collese than their peers who attend schools that lack these ser-

vices,
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Table 80

Relationship of Attending tigh School {n Which One or More Teachers
Did Not Have a Degree and Attending College, by Race and Sex

Number of Students Who 5‘
School Had Attended College w4
Teachers . i
Without Deyrees Attended College ' Did Not Attend College ;%
White Femiles: ?é%
Yes 40 (46%) 47 (542) g
No 57 (48%) 61 (52%) T
x2= 0,11, df = 13 p = not significant f%
White Males; ' 5%
Yes 26 (70%) 11 (302) ’
No | 38 (53% 34 (47%)
x2= 3,08, df = 1; p = not significant
Black Males: . f%?
Yes 6 (172) 30 (83%) E:
No 11 (312) 24_(69%) F $-
x2= 2,i2, df = 1; p = not significant '?%ﬁ
Black Females:
Yes 20 (22%) 71 (78%) :
No 46 (44%) 59 (56%)

x2= 10,40, df = 1; p = <,005
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Relat foaship of Counsolor

Table 381

Collepe, by Race and Sex

Lredning and Attending

-

et

Attended College

——— S -

PSR ——

Counu:-lor Trainfng ; Yes No Totals
White Puzale::
Trained Counselor } 52 (51%) 50 (497) 102
Untrained Counselor ; 35 (447%) 2 44 (567%) 79
Lo Counselor ! 11 (387) b 18 (627) 29
Totals 08 l 112 210
x%= 1,83, df = 2; p = not significant
White Males: | |
Trained Counselor ; 31 (62%) i 19 (38%) 50
Untrained Counselor = 28 (62%) 17 (38%) 45
i :
No Comnselor 6 (507 ! 6 (50%) 1 12
Totals [ 65 ! 42 107
x%= 0,66, df = 2; p = not significant
Black !fales: | :
|
Tralned Counselor i 5 (26%) ' 14 (747%) 19
{
Untrained Counselor | 8 (29%) . 20 (71%) 28
No Counselor | 7 (28%) ' 18 (72%) 25
Totals 20 52 ! 72
x2= 0,02, df = 2; p = not significant
= T
Black Females: :
Trained Counselor i 17 (232) 57 (71%) 74
Untrained Counselor 22 (31%) ‘ 48 (69%) 70
No Counseclor | 31 (537) ' 27 _(477) 58
Totals 70 132 202

x2= 13,83, df = 23 p = <,001




Vocational or Trade School Attendance

- ——

Because white youths are more likely to attend college than
black youths, it was thought that black youths might show more incline
ation to go to a vocatlonal or trade school than whites, However, 21
percent of blacks and 18 percent of whites went to such a school, and
this difference i{s not statistically significant,

then other factors are taken into account some interesting rela-

tionships are noted, It was found that males who grew up close} than

81 miles to a major city are more likely to attend a vocational or

trade school than males who grew up farther than 80 miles away from a
large city (25 percent and 8 percent respectively -- see Table 82),

This relationship does not occur among females, Nor was there any sige
nificant relationsh{p, for any group, between attending vocational

or trade school and the proportion employed in agriculture in their home

county,

Table 82

Proportion of Rural Males Who Attended a Vocational or Trade
School, by Distance from a City of 100,000 or More Population

Attended Vocational School
Distance from
Major City Yes No Totals
<81 mi, 31 (25%) 93 (75%) 124
<80 mi., 5 (8%) 56 (92%) 61
Totals 36 149 1858

x?= 7,37, df = 1; p = €,01




For neceattons whites there s also aosieadd Leant relat fonship

boatwey v g oschonl thar ol eredd job o lacenent ol poetting posit-

Bhde i bovoeatfon o teaiair e s amd butwe o attend inn a school that

bt e e Ter and cett iy pest=Lish sehiool voeat Lenal tralue-

fge Vhose o Lok sebocls ofitored Job Placenent were nuch nore

ey to oo to g vocatioml sehool atlter graduation than those whoge

high seaoots dLD not offer thls service (sco Table 83).
Table 83

Proporticn of Noucollose White Youths Who Attended a Vocatlonal
School Niter Hish Schoc!, by Selwol OFfered Job Placement Services

- — v - -

Attended Vocational School

Sehool Of ferad b 1
Jobh Plicemont | Yes No Totals
!

NG A L et i Lt e W P i — e B W e G

Yos 17 (4L%) 24 (597%) 41
No 21 (187 93 (827) 114

’
e Pl e B B D et e e A gt b

Totals 38 117 155

— - e e & —m—

x%= 8,65, df = 1; p = <,005

Tilte students who attended a high school that had a trained
coungelor vere less likely to attend a vocational or trade school after

graduation thin those who attended a school that had an untrained coune

sclor cr nn counsclor (sec Table 84),




Table 84

Propurtion of Noncollege White Youth Who Attended Vocational School
After Graduation, by School Had a Tralned Counselor

oy

School tad a Attended Vocationdl School

Trained Couaselor Yes No Totals

Yes 12 (17%) 59 (83%) 71

No 26 (317) . 57 (69%) 83

Totals 38 116 154
x%= 4,28, df = 1; p = <,08

For noncollege black studente, the only significant relationship
with attending a vocational or trade school was whether or not they
had taken vocational courses in high school, Those who had taken such

courses were more apt to get post-high school vocational training (see

Table 85),

Table 85

Proportion of Noncollege Black Youths Who Attended & Vocational or
Trade School After Graduation, by Tcok High School Vocational Courses

gook Vocational Attended Vocational School

ourses in

High School Yes No Totals
Yea - 28 (36%) 49 (64%) 77
No 17 (20%) 68 (80%) 8s
Totals 45 117 162

x2= 5,39, df = 1; p = <,025
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T SEREITOF SOUUUTID VARLALS O OCELATIONAL ADJUSTHENT

naasuras, of Qectipational Adiustwent

- -

Two measnres of quallty of erplovaent were used In this study ==
the hourlv was: the responlent recclved In his cantry job and an ewploy=
ment score frer the three years between June of 1968 and June of 1971,
These messuros wore used with only the noncollege students, since any
measure of crploviest adjustient for college students is neither mean=

Ingful ner relovint Lo the purposes of the present study,

The hourly wane obtained by the respondent when he began his
first full-time job fellowing graduation from high school was used as
the measure of "salary in entry level job"., 1f the respondent had not
held a full-tiue job during the three-vear peried under consideration,
then the hourly wage for the first part-time job held during the three

years was used,

A complete employment history was obtalned for each youth for
the pertod botween June 1968 and June 1971 (including periods of un-
employment),  Each respondent also indlcated the highest skill level
Job he had cver held,  This work history waseicored, by a system de-
veloped fn an varlier 9tudy*, to obtaln an employment score == called
the "O:cupational Adjustment Score". This.scoring system (sce Table 8¢)
takes Into account quality as well as quantity of employment, and auto-
matically prorates the scores for those periods of time in which the
gubject was uncmployed hut not lookling for work,

TTE W G @i 648 0 e same e Sns el el S Bt e b SR

Miles, G Hoy "Prelininary Phase:  Effects of Vocational Training and
Other Facters on Erplowsent Experfence", prepared for the 0ffice of
Manpower, Yitomation and Trainlng; U, S, Department of Labor (1966).

-119-

0127




Table &6

Scoring System Used to Rate the Employment
History of Fach Indlividual in the Sample

No. of
J-year emplovment scoret Months Score
- fully employed at highest skill level X5=

|
|

= fully employed in seasonal occupation
at hirheat skfll level and did not

seek other employment in off season X4 =
= part-time at highest skill level and did

not desire full-time employment X4 =
= unemployed and did not desire employment X4 =
- fullyemployed but not at highest skill

level XxX3=
= fully emploved in seasonal occupation at

less than highest skill level and did not

seek other employment in off season X2s=
- part-time at highest skill level but

desired full-time ' xX2=
- part-time at less than highest skill

level; did not desire full-time ' X2=
- part-time at less than highest skill

level and desired full=time Xla=
= unemployed; desired employment x0= 0

Total 36
GRAND TOTAL
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Every nencollepe respondent was asslyned an Oceupational Adjust-

menl Score, using this scoring system,

Adjustzent to City Living

In discussing the problems a rural migrant {s likely to en-
counter upon moving to the city, the Director of Manpower for the

Chicago Urban league stated:

"In the South, you can virtually stop a person on the
street and ask divections, talk to him, ask for help
or this kind of thing., 1In the city, you get an entirely
nev feeling of cold and indifferent attitudes and sus-
plclousnuss on the part of people, It makes for a
very difficult time in terms of making friends."

Most rural people, accustomed to the friendliness and openness
of thelr rural neithbors, see city people as being cold and suspicious.
One 35-yeur-old Mississippi woman, a returnce from the North, put it

this way:

"I've been up there to visit, and I don't 1like the city,
[t's too fast for me. If you don't know anybody before
you go, you never meet anybody. They don't even know
their own neighbors, and lock themselves in and lock
themselves out."

Large numbers of rural youths leave their homes and move to
the city. For these youths, ability to adjust to 1ife in the city is
a large part of occupational adjustment. In our study of rural youths
in the North Central states we found that many young rural-to-urban
migrants, especially males, were unable to adjust to living in the

city and returned home to rural communities where Jobs were scarce.

The findings of this study with respect to adjustment to the
clty differ markedly from our findings 1a the North Central states.,
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Youtrhtal male aend female rurad cto=uvbhan miprants from the raral Southeast
adjuer equally well to the ciry,  Equal proportions of each sex veturned
to the rural Southy equal proportions say they would prefer to return
home rather than stay fn the ety {f good Jobs were avallable in their
home communitios; equal proport fons say that they were able to make

friends eastly (o the efty,

On the other hand, we find entively different adjustment patterns
between white vouths and black vouths,

(105)

Earlivr research by Eldon Swmith showed that, of the rural
relocatees (n Indianapolls, black migrants from Mississippl adjusted
much better than whites tfrom southern Kentucky-and Tennessee., Smith
further noted that becauie southern white miprants had a propensity to
return home after a brief perfod, employers often regard them as poor
enp loyment risks for jobs requiring any substantial training period and

consider them inferior workers for even unskilled jobs.,

The results of our present study tend to show that black youths
do not adjust to the city better than white youths do. However, they
are less likely to return home as a result of poor adjustment,

kY

Elghty-scven percent of the white migrants, compared with 79 per-
cent of the black migrants, say they made new friends easily in the city,
This Alfference {4 not statistically significant, but the direction of
the relatfonship docs not support the idea that black youths adjust

more readily to the city than vhite youths do,

The fmportant finding with respect to making new friends in
the ety fa that half of the white youths but only one=tenth of the
black youth: who did not make new friends casily left the efty and

moved back to their rural commaunities (aee Table 87).  In fact, as shown
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e Tavle Sg, whethior or not black vauths return to the rural setting is

unrelated to this reasure of soclal aljustment,

Table 87

Conuree-nes Setuoon Not Deing Able to Muke New Friends Fasily in
the Cite and boturnin: to the Rural Cormunity to Live, by Race

‘ Actually Returned
Race . . Totals
Yes : No
Waite b6 (50%) 6 (50%) 12
l
Black 2 (10%) i 18  (90%) 20
. |
; i
Totals g 8 i 24 32
{ .

X = 4,44, df = 1; p = <,08

Table 88

Relatiunship 7 uking New Friends Easily
ant Stavlar in che City, by Race

Made MNew Friends Stayed in City
Easil- 4 Rae e Totals
asily and Kace Yes No
White:
Yes 69 (837%) 14 (172) 83
Ne 6 (50%) 6 (50%) 12
Totals 75 20 95

x2 = 5,07, df = 1; p = <,025

Black:
Yes 68  (88%) 9 Q22) 77
No 18 (90%2) 2 (10%) 20
Totals 86 11 97
— o L |

X% = 0.03, df = 1; not significant
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Among the noncollege vouths who moved to the eity, blacks are much
movre likely than whites to say that, {f jobs were available there, they

would prefer to return to thelr rural home communities (scve Table 89).

Of those who state a preference to return, 57 percent of the white
youths, but only 20 percent of the black youths, actually left the city

and went back to the rural South (sce Table 90).

Despite these measures, which seem to indicate that rural black
youths don't adjust to the city very well, only 15 percent of the non-
' college black youths who migrated to the city returned to their rural
'hnmcs. As shown in Table 91, this contrasts with a 41 percent rate of
return among their white peers.

In terms of "sticking with" a job in the city, the black youth is
a better bet than the white youth. This does not seem to be a matter of
better adjustment to the city; rather, they have less to go back to (in

terms of Jobs at least) in the rural South.

Table 89

Proportion of Young Rural-to-Urban Migrants Who State
That They Would Prefer to Return to Their Home Community
1f Good Jobs were Available to Them There, by Race

7 o Pré};r to No Stated Prefer to
Race Return Preference { Stay in City Totals
White 14 (23%) 28  (462) 19  (312) 61
Black 42 (47%) 25 (28%) 22 (25%) 89
Totals 56 953 41 150

y? - 9.49, df = 23 p = <,01
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Yo

Table

Botwern Statiny a Preterence to Return

and actual by Retorming to o the Rural South Amonyr
Yourhiul Rural=to=-Urhin dlirants, by Race

T Bt . O E——— . . S———

Actually Returned

]

Racee 1 1 Totals
Yes i No 5
White 8 (57%) 6 (43%) ! 14
Black r B (20%) i 32 (807 40
Totals 16 i 38 54

x2 = 5,20, df = 1; p = <,025

Table 91

Proportion of MNoncollege ﬁigrants Who Stuyed in the City, by Race

Stayed in City
Race i Totals
Yes No
Black | 56 (851) 10 (15%) 66
Khite 24 (597%) 17 (61%); 41
E ;
Totals . 80 27 ‘ 107
| !

x?2 = 9,28, df = 1; p = <,005




Black vouths who  come to the city trom the most agricultural parts
of the rural sSouth are much less likely to return home than those who come
from less aprivultural rural areas (seoe Table Y2). Whether white youths

stay {n the city or return home {s unrelated to this factor,

Table 92

Proportion of Black Noncollege Migrants Who Stayed
in the City, by Agricultural Employment in Home County

- ——

Percent Emploved in | e !

Agriculture in home 1Srgi£d l Ro;zgged Totals

County " y ‘

Low 15  (58%) } 11 (42%) 26

Medium 3% (81%) | 8 (19%) 42

tiigh | 15+ (94%) | 1 (6%) 16
Totals 64 I 20 84

x2 = 8,15, df = 2; p = <,02

> antiire
v

In an earlier section of this report we noted that black youths
are more likely than white youths to move to cities where friends or rela-
tives alrcady live. Since black youths are also more likely to stay in the
city than white youths, it was thought that the presence of friends and rela-
tives might be the factor that encouraged them to remain. However, when the
data were examined, it was found that the relationship was just the opposite
of the expected one. Rural migrants (both black and white) who moved to
cities where friends or relatives already lived were ﬁore likely to return
to the rural area than thosc who moved to cities where they knew no one
previously. (Of “hose who did move where relatives or friends live, 82
percent of bhlacks and 55 percent of whites stayed; of those who did not,
100 percent of blacks and 61 percent of whites stayéd.) This relationship,

although congistent, was not statistically significant,
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tendey T toa D tor Wit Howono e, noeither rebot fonshitp is sientficant,

Vocatinng] Teadein.

In the Nerth Central study, urhan erplovers teaded to discount the
value of vorational training given by rural high schoolsy they stated that
the youths it voo loare up-to-date shills nevessary to compete in modern

s LAY . .
Industey,  Whitloon Lommd that in mane schools the vocational programs
are not trauring the students to enter the areas in wifeh Job opportunities
exist, Nor oare they beiny tratned I{n the specific job skills that employers
would prefor them to have.,  Therefore, we tuested the following hypothesis

® Amouy rural Lipgh schoel graduates who do not

attend collegse, those who have taken a high
school vocational course, other than vocational
agriculture, have the sare Occupational Adjust-

ment Score as graduates who have not taken such
a course,

Although in many cases there tends to be a pattern in which those
who toox a particular vocational course are likely to get a higher occu-
pational adiustment score than those who did not, in most cases the num~
ber of students who had taken a course 1s small and this relationship is
not statistically significant., Only among those males, both black and
white, who had taren one or more years of a general commerclal course
does thiw relaticoship attain statistical sipnificance (see Table $3
below)., The nazbers of high aschool graduates who took Vocational Shop
or Industrial Arts {s too small to provide reliable determinations of

the effrta of these courses on ocenpational adjustrent.




Table 93

Relatfon=hip of oceupatfonal Adjustrent Score and Taking Cowmercial
Courses, tor Male Hiph dSchool Gradiates Who Did Not Go On To Collepe

_ vccupat fonal Adjustment
'l:nuk A Comtereial Score ' Totals
Course  aamateientdiindbiedinetnsniet R eoshei
lLow High

LTI I oI L:.':".Z.T LTI e s e
|

_ Yes 6 (32%) 13 (68%) 19

No L4 (74%) 5 (26%) | 19

Totals % 20 18 38

x2 - 6.76' d[ = 1; P = <°01

We also hypothesized that:

e Craduites of 1 rural high school that offers a
formal course in occupational famfliarization
enter & broader range ot e¢ntry-level jobs than
those 1ot expased to this kind of study unit.

We were unable to test this hypothesis because, of our entire non-ollege
sample who migrated to cities,only two youths (about 2 percent of those

who obtained jobs) entered jobs that are uncommon in the rural community.
In contrast, using the same objective rating system for determining vhether
a job is familiar or unfaniliar to rural residents, we found that about 14
percent of noncollege rural youths in the North Central states who migrated

to cities entered anfamiliar occupations.
Size of High Schonl

Althouph many other school-related factors were Included in the
ania.y b, most did not prove  to be fmportant Influences on ocrupational
aljnstment 3 therctore, they are not discussed In this report, Among the

many hypothese s that we tected was the followling:
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e Anony noncollewe rural yvouth, those from
smaller rural scheols are more likely than
those from larger rural schools to enter
blue~collay cccupations and less likely to
enter sales jobs,

This hypothesils was In large part substantiated; males, both black
and white, who attend«d small schools (200 students in grades 10-12) are
likely to enter blue-collar occupations: those who attend small achools
are not likely to enter sales occupations (see Tables 94 to 96). ‘his
relatienshiip is statistically significant for females and for whites; but

only 5 white males, 4 black females and 13 white females entered sales jobs,

Table 94

Propurtion of Rural Noncollege Males Who Entered Bluc=Collar
and White=Collar Jobs, by Size of High School (Grades 10-12)

Entry Job
Size of High School Totals
Blue=Collar White-Collar

<200 students 21 (95%) 1 (5%) 22
2200 students 46 (887%) 6 (12%) 52
Totals 67 7 74

x2 = 5,18, df = 1; p = <,025




Table 95

Proportion of Rural Noncollege White Youths Who
Ente ‘od Sales Jobs, by Sizc of High School

- ——

Entry Job in Salrs
Size of High School Totals
Yes No
<200 students 1 (2%) 48  (98%) 49
2200 students 17  (20%) 69 (80%) 86
|
Totals 18 117 138

x2 = 8,49, df = l; p = <,005

Table 96

Proportion of Rural Noncollege Females
Who Entered Sales Jobs, by Size of ltigh School

Entry Job in Sales
Size of High School Totals -
Yes No '
<200 students 0 (0%) 48 (100%) 48
2200 students 17 (11%) 132 (892) 149
Totals 17 180 197

x2 = 4,63, df = 1; p = <,05
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In our carlior atedies we tound that 4 large proportion of rural

yorths in tho hovih Central states live {n extreme Isolation, Over 60
percent of tho vural yenths that we scudled lived more than 85 miles
from a city of 109,929 population, and about 70 percent lived more than
30 miles rrom a city of 10,000 population, One out of five of these
vourhs Heel in conati{es in whilch there wos no public transportation of
any kin!, About 40 percent llved in counties that had a population den-

stty of less than 13 people per square mile,

Our findirgs in the present study show that this kind of i1solation
does not exist for most youths {n the Southeast, There are more puople
per square mile; distances to major urban centers tend to be shorter and
transportation better than in the rural parts of the North Central states.
In the Southeast, only 36 percent of rural youths in our sample live more
than 85 miles from a city of 100,000 population, and only about 30 percent
live rore than 30 miles from a city of 10,000 population., None of the young
people live in counties that have fewer than 13 people per square mile, and
only 2 percent llve in countles that have no form of scheduled public trans-
portation. (See Tables 1 through 3 in the section entitled "Introduction ==
An Overview',)

In the Nerth Central states we found that young rural-to-urban
migrants frem the most igolated counties received lower wages than migrants
from the less {solated rural counties; they also tended to be employed more
often in a job below their highest skill level or to be employed for shorter
periods of time, The migrants from the isolated rural counties did not make
as good an adjustment to the clity as migrants from less isolated communities,
Yet they stated more frequently than the others that they would prefer to te-
main in the c{ty than return to thelr rural communities, cven {f jobs ware

avallable to them there,
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On the basis of these and other stmilar findings, the guidelines
for the North Central states Rural Youth Program treated all rural youths
prowing up in extremely f{solated communities as "disadvantaged" youths who
wete clipible for the program. Our findings in the Southeast, however, do
not appear to Justify this kind of e¢ligibility criterion for a program de-

signed to meat the needs of rural youths in the Southeast.

The present Southeast study shows that!

- Population density of the rural community in which
the yvouth ¢rows up {s not an important factor de-
termining his later occupational adjustment if he
migrates from that rural area to the city.

= Young rural-to-urban migrants who come from coun~-
ties that are beyond commuting distance to a city
of 100,000 population tend to receive higher occu-
pational scoras than those who come from less iso-
lated rural counties (sce Table 97), ..

- Males who migrate from rural counties with a high
population density make lower wages on their entry-
level job than those males who come from counties
with a sparser population, although this is not
true of the female rural-to-urban migrants (see
Table 98.)

These findings appear to be in direct contrast with our findings
in the North Central states. However, it must be remembered that in the
North Central states we were studying a degree of isolation which is not

found among the conmunities that we studied in our present sample.

-132-

0140




Tatele 97

NI o ces i gl Adieateent Scores and
Pooir o U Vet nistance froa . Clry
Frogese Cooalation Dor Keral Mlerants to Cities

B tanis  wg ey - o v

Qecupational Ajustnent
Distance froe Cley Scores ol Rural=to-Urban
LR R LN S O A T , '
100,000 Fasulation Mearants Totals
Low | Nigh
- - ——— - - e
<80 miles 63 (607) 42 (40%) 105
>80 niles 16 (397) 25 (61%) 41
Totals % 79 67 146

x2 = 5,22, df = 1; p = <,025

Table 98

Entry Wages of Males and Females,
bty County Population Density

Population Density Sex
of County Male Female
Low $3.11 §1.97
Higi §2.33 $1.98
-133=-
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Anony, noncollece rural youths from the Southeast, nearly everyone
(98 pereent) enters a job that {s already fawlliar to him from his experi-
ence in the rural area.  (The corresponding tigure in the North Central
states {9 8o percent,) A large proportion (68 percent) cnter blue-collar
Joba., Only 23 percent enter a skilled trade; 10 percent, a sales job,

About 5 percent obtaln entry jobs that require heavy physical labor.

There {s an interesting relatiounchip between obtaining a blue-collar
Job and distance of the youth's home community from a major urban center,
Amone those who remain in their rural communities, regardless of how far
that community {s from a major urban center, about 80 percent of the non=
college youths enter blue-collar jobs. In contrast, among those noncollege
youths who leave thelr rural communities and move to the city, only 46 per-
cent of thos - from conmunities further than 80 miles from a major urban
center enter blue-collar occupations. As Table 99 shows, 59 percent of
those who are from communities that are 55 to 80 miles from a major urban
center and 84 percent who are from communities within 55 miles of an urban

center enter blue-collar jobs.

Only 1 black male and 2 white males entered white-collar jobs, so
that an analysis of results by race and sex could be done only for females.
The results for black female migrants are shown in Table 100. Those who
grew up close to a major city tend to enter blue-collar jobs; those who
grew up further away, to enter white-collar jobs. The same pattern occurs
among white females, but the relationship 18 not statistically significant.
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Tabhle 99

Ml

Proporit o o Eateres Rlace and Vhite-Collap Jobhst, by
Distince o Vonniy soar Vren g Gty o Deer 16O 600 Population,

Araon ) Chose oo Morated ard DIt Not “igrate to a City
. ? Entry Job is;
Distance fron ity i
. ) . ————— e Totals
LOCU eeul gt i '
#1ov, 08y pubation Bluv~-collar White-collar
i
‘Iisvx.'.x.'_*.ts.. l
N3y o, i 57 (84.7) 11 (le%) ! 68
55=39 mi i 16 (59%) 11 (41 : 27
>80 i { 17 (46%) 20 (543) 37
Totals ; 90 42 132
x2 = 17.09, df = 2; p = <,001
Nopmigranrs
<33 =i, 49 (80%) 12 (20%) , 61
55-89 ndi. ! 37 (82%) 8 (18%) 1| 45
>80 mi., g 38 (76%) 12 (247) 50
Totals | 124 32 | 156

'
O

x2 = 0.61, df = 2; p = not significant

Table 100

Propurtivn of Black Female Migrants %“ho Entered Bluc- and White=~
Collar Jobs, by Distance from City Over 100,000 Population

Distance from City Entr}_}c’b 1s: Totals
. it r
#100,009 Population ' Blue-collar i Vhite=collar
€55 mi. 26 (86%) ; 5 (14%) 29
55--80 mi. b (677) | 2 (33%) 6
280 mi. 7 (4172) ; 10 (59%) 17
Totals Y | 17 52

XZ - 8./.2’ df = 2; p = <,02
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Part-time khork
' In the North Central states study one finding was of special im-
portance to the planning of the ideal rural youth program for that region
youths who had held part-time jobs during their high school years in the
rural community did not show any measurable bencficial effects of this ex-
perience in terms of entry level wages or employment score when comparaq
with their pecers who had not held part-time jobs. In view of the fact

~ that the part~time job did not serve any purpose in terms of keeping young
people in school (the rural dropout rate in the North Central states is ex-
tremely low) it was concluded that a work program for rural youths would
not, in itself, be effective in preparing them for either urban or rural
occupations. A work expcrience component was included in the North Central
states rural youth program, but only as a vehicle for providing occupational
counseling, occupational familiarization, familiarization with city living,

_and other needed services, while.gaining acceptance of the rural leaders in

that region, who are primarily work oriented.

Because of these findings in our previous study, we tested the fol~-
lowing hypothesis in the present study:
¢ There will be no relationship between having part-
time work while in high school and either occupa-

tional adjustment score or entry level wage ob-
tained following graduation.

This hypothesis was substantiated. In general, there is no rela-
tionship between having had a part-time job while in high school and oc-
cupational adjustment score. This is true even when we control for race
and sex. Those who had part-time work tend to get slightly higher entry

*level wages; but this difference is not large enough to be significant.

In the North Central states a hypothesis was raised which predicted
a positive relationship between part~time employment and obtaining a full-

time urban job. 1In that study, some employers said that they believed that
part=-time farm employment taught a rural youth the value of hard work and
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"ot South, a tan works on a job in the
sumter, Lond he works for ono farsor and thaen
danctior furmer, andg there's no prejudice
agricar e hovin had 4 jobs,  In other
worda, winit o von vart out of a man, from thelr

. point of view, is aoday's vork.  You can quit
at 2 u'(-lw Sodn the atternson and ., yeu chop
that ausbher of cords at wouod, aud you're belng

TR S S Loa:; vou're naot being ratd for
!
V\uz Tfeoin In the city, tn;, want to know,

"Gee, how d» we ktaw that you're gpolng to stay',

We also tind no sieniitecant statistical relationghip between parte
time farm work and vceupational adjustment, even when we control for
droppirg out, race and sex. Vheth.r or not youths had worked part-time
on a farm during hWish school made no difference in vhether they got a
high or lew occupational adjustment score. Again, there 13 no signifi-
cant dificrence in entry level wages between those who had worked and

those who had not,

In view of the fact that there is no other method of providing
incone stupplenents that will be as acceptable to the rural leadership
as the pruvdsion of a part-time job, the part time work or "work experi-
ence' componcat becomes a desirable part of a rural youth program in the
Southuast,  The reason, however, ls not the one usually given =~ to pre- -
pare youths for the world of work -- but rather to prevent them from
drUQwi“, out of school because of lack of financtal help. This approach

3 discussed in more detatl under the section entitled "Dropout Prevention --

Income Dupploseney',




Family and Personal Variables
Family Income

Existing Federal programs for youth are based largely on serving
those from financially disadvantaged families. It becomes especially im-
portant, therefore, to understand exactly what can be expected to result
from these programs, That is, we should know what the implications are
of growing up in poverty. We have shown in an earlier part of this re-

port ™.t cene Luch deplication is an increased probability of dropping

out of school. On this basis, 1f a program for poor youths is successful
in overcoming the effects of poverty, it would be expected to reduce the
school dropout rate. This section of the report deals with the implica-

tion that growing up in poverty has on later employment experience.

In our North Central states study we found that coming from a
povertv-level family did not affect a noncollege youth's later occupa=
tional adjustment, whereas graduating from a small school or coming from
a very isolated cormunity did. The implications of these findings were:
1) 1f the youth program was to be aimed at poor youths only, then facili-
tation of later employment was not a very meaningful criterion because it
was unrelated to the problems of this group; 2) if the youth program was
to be aimed at poor youths only, then immediate gratification of essential
needs, income redistribution, preyfntion of school dropouts (for a very
small group), and facilitation of entry into vocational school or college
folloving graduation from high school (for a larger group) were achievable
goals related to the problems of this group; and 3) if facilitation of
later employment for those youths who would be at a disadvantage in the
labor narket was to be a goal of the programs, then youths from poor fami-
lies should not be any more eligible for the program than other youths ==
the definitfon of "disadvantaged" would have to be changed.

This rather lengthy discussion of the issuc seems .justified because
it {3 <o basic to the concept of "helping" youths by means of any structured
progr.am,
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Table 101

Propertiosn of White Bural conaipraats Who Got Low
A

Qecupational Adjustrent Scores, by Purclhiesing Power Index Level

- -

| Occupational Adjustment

i . o Score ’
Purchasin, Pover f
Tndes fevel i ; Totals
U e Ve
! Low High -
- i ;

1+2 26 (472) 29 (53%) 55

3+ 4 10 (26%) 29 (74%) 39

Totals 36 58 94

b o e e

x2 = 4,52, df = 1; p = <.05

[t was expected that class and famlly ties would work against lower=-
class whites who tried to obtain "prestige” types of jobs in the rural areas.

As an clcrentary school principal noted:

"In many Instances, the enployoers are not goling
to hlre unless thiy know something about the
youths or their narents; about where they live,
and ahout how they came up.  In many instaaces,
the voutihs have teo contact the foreman, and he
wolld have to kaow the person sceking employ-
ment or the parent befare he would hire the
youth,"




Therefore, the followlng hypothesis was tested:

e Rural nonmigrants from low-income families
report that they have had to take lower-
paying, less-attractive jobs than they
were qualified for.,

This hypothesis was not substantiated. When controlled for race, there
18 no difference in the proportions of noncollege youths from poor fami=
lies and from more affluent families who say they had to take lower-pay-
ing jobs than those for which they believed they are qualified (28 per-
cent of low-income whites, 32 perceat of high-income whites; 64 percent
of low-income blacks and 60 percent of high-income blacks).

A cormmonly held opinion 18 that youths, particularly black youths,
leave the rural South because better-paying, higher-status jobs are avail-
able to them in the cities (see the Section on '"Factors Affecting Outmi-
gration'). Among black youths who stayed in their home communities, 66
percent of those from low-income families and 66 percent of those from
high-income familjes report that they had to take lower-péying. less-
attractive jobs than they are qualified for., Among black youths who mi-
grated, the percentages were 63 percent of those from low=income and 55
percent from higher-income families =- not a significant difference.

These findings do not support the notion that poverty, in itself,
leads to a later disadvantage in the labor market among youths growing up
in the rural Southeast. That being black is a disadvantage in the labor
market is obvious., This will be discussed in the next section of this
report.

Race

P e

Black noncollege youths obtain lower occupational adjustment scores
than their white peers, The differences are shown in Table 102 and are

statistically significant for females but not for males,
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Table 102

The meliebonabip wotweon Boace and Ocensa it fonal

\

Adinaroent Sooves Aoens oaced Towe teral Youths

e em e o me coee T TR MRS e e A e s tm et e e Bt . W 4 4 cres v v e t— . ® o = s R e 2 e ok b S —

Oceupaticasl Adjustecat
Scorvs

Race and sex _ . _ ""li Totals
L 12 -4 |
- “EmEs ‘
Female: i : I
Whit. 50 (44 ¢+ 63 (56%) § 113
Bluck L0719 (627 48  (38%) 127
- ! X !
Totals - 129 c 111 | 240
x? = 7.76, df = 1; p = <,01
Male: ;
White |18 (422) v 25 (58%) 43
Black 28 (567) | 22 (44 50
| | l
Totals | 46 ! 47 93

x? = 1,85, df = 1; p = not significant

Whea type of entry job of white and black rural youth, both migtanta'
and nonmizrants, is exarined, it is evident that blacks are more likely than
whites to ¢nter hlue-collar jobs, slightly less likely to enter the skilled
trades, and ruch less licely to enter white-collar and sales occupations,
These relationships are significant for migrants and nonmigrants who enter
white- or blue-collar jobs, for migrants who enter sales jobs and for non=
migeant males who enter skilled trades (see Tables 103 through 105),

~14]-
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Table 103

Proportion Who Entered Blue- and White-Collar Jobs,
by Race and Mipration Status

_ Entry Job is:
Migzﬁﬁigg'itatus ; Totals
¢ Blue-collar ; White-collar w
Migrants:
White 30 (56%) 24 (447%) S4
Black 60 (77%Z) | 18  (23%) 78
Totals 90 42 132
x2 = 6,72, df = 1; p = <,01
Nonmigrants: “}
White 56 (68%) 3 27 (32%) 83
Black © 68  (92%) 6 (8%) 74
l
Totals 124 33 157

x2 = 14,06, df = 1; p = <,001

Table 104

Proporéion of Migrants Who Entered Sales Jobs, by Race

Entered Sales Job
Race . - Totals
Yes ’ No
White 10 (187%) 46  (82%) 56
Black 3 (4%) | 75 (96%) 78
Totals v 13 121 134

x2 = 7,30, df = 13 p = <,01
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Table 103

Propurtion of Nonntorant Males
Who Ertered s51lled ‘L'l'.h:vs, 1))‘ Race

S Pt - w4 o e = b

LT I ST RPN S

Enterced sSkilled Trade

Race 3 Totals
{ Yes | No |
Wiite CUoee 12 @ | 29
Black 6 (30%) L (e07) | 20 -
Totals | 26 i 49

23 ‘

X2 = 3.89, df = 1; p = <,05

Far more black than white noncollege youths report that they had to

take lower-paying, less-attractive Jobs than they were qualified for (see

Table 106).

Table 106

F.oportion of Black and of White Rural Noncollege
Youths Who Report Having to Take Lower-Paying,
Less-Attractive Jobs Than They Were Qualified For

Had to Take Poorer Jobs

Race Totals
' Yer No
Female: i
White i 27 (267%) 76 (74%) 103
Black L 67 (557%) | 58  (45%) 122
Totals { 94 131 225
x2 = 18,92, df = 1; p = <,001
Male: '
White 18 (457%) 22 (55%) 40
Black 41 (9% | 11 (21%) 52
Totals 59 . 33 92

x2 = 11,26, df = 1; p = <,001
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Rogers, ot al, v b thetr stady of dropout employuent in two
vural Dorth Caoliog countics, fount that most were ewmployed fn the un-
skTled and somiskilled eatevortes, o fact, 1 percent of the firms
surveved fnothat study had fob positions {n the skilled catepory, yet
less than 1 pervent hived dropouts for these positions, Only oue youth
fw the study was tound to be working tn a skilled positiony 14 were work-
Ing at clevical joba, 70 were tn semiskilled and unckllled positions and

31 youths were unemployed,

[n the present study, black rurad youths vhe drop out of school
tend to get lower occupational adjustrent scores than white rural dropouts,
but this difference {s significant only for raral nonmigrants. In this
latter wroup, 9 percent of black but only 21 percent of white dropouts

got a low occupational adjustment score (see Table 107).

Table 107

Proportion of Rural Nonmigrants Who Got
Low Occupatlonal Adjustment Scores, by Race

(School Nropouts Only)

Occupational Adjustment
Race Score Totals
Low High
Black 16  (59%) 11 (41%) 27
White 5 (21%) 19  (79%) 24
Totals 21 | 30 51

x2 = 7,74, df = 1; p = <,01
Related Information about ractfal discrimination in hiring 1s re=-
ported In an earlieor sectlon of this report on the factors affecting oute

migration fram the rural Seoutheast,
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Prowas aet vesainley fron the Indbvidual data yathered tn this
stedyy to e ies e ol Geab e rern ] vouths gre about the kinds
of jobs tht are esilble dn the cleve Hovever, the urban vimp loyers
who were intervic od gquite consistent!ly centioned problems that rural
youths have becwnse of thelr lack of knowluedge about Job requlrements

and oftice procodures,

According (o the On~the-Tob Trailnlng Director of the Atlanta Urban
Leazue, =mand rural youths are not fandliar with the urban Job market and

have uarcalixtic goals for their firet job:

"They'1l core in and they'll say, 'l want anything
that vou have open', or 'l want a counselor job',
or 'I want to work in advertising or radio' --
all of the zlamorous jobs. (Even the people with
collepe degrees do this.) It's so frustrating,
and 1've spoken of it to sore of the colleges
many times in trylng to implant the idea that 1f
you ant to go Into Industry you don't take edu-~
cation, history and English. You find out about

. the top Jobs that are available in industry, and
then start training for them. You will find in
the liberal arts colleges here, most people take
soclology, psychology, Lnglish, history, or edu=
cat{on, but they don't want to go into that.
They'll take sociology and expect to [enter] a
professional social work job., And this is not
what is happening, Here in Atlanta ... you have
MSW's [persons who hold Master's degree in Social
Work] ... who are looking, too. So, it is a prob-
lem ~- and then they say, 'Well, I'll do anything',
Most of our jobs lere are clerical. Tf they can't
type, they're cut out of the clerical fleld, be-
cause o.v0 all of the clerical jobs now are coupled
with typing."

Black youths {n particuinr faccd emnployment problems in Atlantas




"You might dbe advertisinn for a biochemistyy de-
gree, and all they hear i3 a Job {s avafllable,
And they start ringling that phone, and it rings
and vings, All I hear {s¢, 'What kind of job Is
that that you've got?' So many of the black
people we get who Just wmoved to Atlanta ...
are not aware of the crucial problems concerning
employment when they get here, and it's so easy
for them to just become discouraged."

Many young people are dismayed when they learn about the require=
ments of a particular Job, A man working for the Labor Department Employ=-
ment Service in Atlanta indicated:

"Oftentimcs you get a young man who wants to get
into a sales job, and the only knowledge he has

of a sales job is the young man at the local de-
partment store. He saw him in a shirt and tie

all day, and he had a clean job, and apparently

he had a good income, so he thought he wanted to
get into sales. When we talked to him about work=-
ing nights and oftentimes working Sundays in a
department store ... this was news to him and of-
ten discouraged him. Knowledge of employer re-
quirements in Atlanta, attendance, grooming, these
sorts of things, are news to them, is frightening,
and is a problem."




arowe Praarans

Thee b e novw besnr oo d Lo rpea! vorrth == MOTA, MY, Jdob
Corps == ar. oaerally 1atato ioverty preooe " orp very often called

[ . . O . .
fedoral civegn ey prosrars” by rural tesidents,

[n the Novth Central states study 1L was feund that many young
peeple MU nor want to take part fu the NYC prograr bocause {6 was a

Ypoverts" vrovras. e wogme type of situation occurs in the Southeast
arong whilite vorttha,  An NYC Director from a North Carolina county stated:
"Iothins the white is vers reluctant to identify

with poverty,  This is not only true for the

Selghberhood Youth Corps program but is true in

tire Tri-Courty trogram, it {s true fn the Man-

power Adinistratica Yrogram, and all your anti-

poverty presracs throughour this arca., Everyone

fs trying to recruit more whites == with very

little success,”

In the Soutlcast,ths presence of many black participants in fed-
erally sponsored manpower programs may lcad to a decreasc in the numbey
of white wouths that are willing to take part in them, An NYC Dlirector

In a small city in South Carolina satd:

"There iy no race barrler, and the only thing
white youths have to do is apply. But other
klds at school sec the N7C youths with the
blacks, and nobudy wants to be associated with
the coloreds  Poor and black are synonvmous.
I understand that in one school district, 30
or 40 vhite youths received N7 . applications,
an:l sore of them hrovght them back with poge
sages trom their pareats that they didn't
want thoem to work here, A lot of them think
that this fs Just for black kids."

According to a gtudy condunted {n Sorth Cnru]lnu(loo), more black

than white rural yonuths are knowledgeable about these programs and par=

tleipate 1o thoan,




with this tnformation {n mind, the following hypothesis about
participation in federal manpower programs was tested:
e More black than white youths report that
they are familiar with and took part in

federally sponsored programs such as Job
Corps, MDTA, or NYC.

The data show that about four times as many black vouths as white
youths say they wuere enrolled {n one or more federally sponsored programs.

Table 108 shows the numbers who participated in each of the three programs,

The numbers in Table 108 ar; somewhat deceptive, however. 8ixty
black youths (21 percent of the black sample) and 17 white youths (5 per-
cent of the white sample) were enrolled. Of the 60 black youths, 11 were
entolled in two of the threc programs; none of the 17 white youths were .

enrolled in two programs.

A more detailed breakdown shows that 27 percent of the black males,

24 percent of the black females, 8 percent of the white females and none
of the whitc males were enrolled in one or more of these programs (see
Table 109)., These findingsare in line with the family income disparity
between black and white families noted in an earlier section of this
report,

An unexpected finding was that, although these programs enroll
only low-income youths (and college attendance was found to be highly
related to income), about equal proportions of those who attended college
and those who did not attend college had been enrolled in these programs.
The proportion of ex-enrollees who attended coliege was about 33 percent
for black youths and 47 percent for white youths =- much higher than other
youths from famili{es with similar incomes. Two explanations are equally
plausible; the income from the programs is saved for further education or
program slots are filled selectively with those low=income youths who are

"eollege materlial',
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Table 108

Proportica Who Took Part in Three Federally Sponsored Programs, by Race

Fook jart dn Mo owor
- A Bt Frossan | g
Yes No
WVhite 4 (1%) ' 272 (99% 276
Bluck 1oz 225 (93 | 241
Totals 20 497 i 517
x> = 9,32, df = 1; p = <,005
: Took Part in NYC Program
Race o ' Totals
’ Yes ! No
T i
White ; 11 (4%) 265 (96%) 276
Black 47  (197) ! 194  (81%) 241
Totals 58 ! 459 517
x2 = 31,10, df = 1; p = <,001
Took Part in Job Corps
Race Totals
Yes No
i i
White (1%) 274 (997) 276
Black I8 (%, 233 (97%) 241
Totals P10 507 517

x2 = 4,57, df

= 1; p = <.05




Table 109

Proportion of Youths Enrolled in
One or More Federal Programs, by Race

-

Race Enrolled ) Not Enrolled
Black 60 (212%) 230 (792)
White 17 (5%) 311 (95%)

x2 = 33.93, di = 1} p = <.001

The disproportionate number of black youths who participated in
these programs assumes even more significance when we consider that black
youths arc more likely than whites to say that the programs were not of=-

fered {n their communities or that they wanted to take part but didn't
(see Table 110).

Table 110

Proportion Who Say They Did Not Take Part Because These
Programs Were Not Avallable in Their Communities, by Race

Wanted to Take Part‘But Couldn't
R Because Programs Not Available
ace
No ' Yes
White 306 (80%) 22 (7%)
Black 216 (74%) . 74 (26%)

x2 = 41,50, df = 1; p = <,001
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DLITATICNS

In many respects, thoe proklems faced by a rural youth growing up

in the ¥ ootheast are ke those facing . ruval vouth growing up in the
soreh Central statess GHoth a2ttend wehools that do not provide the breudth
of curriculun or sorvieoa tha gre provided In urban schools, The chances
are peoad thar bothoattend a schoeod (o which no one, elther tralned or un-
fraieed, is e laeed to commeling duties.  Both lack familiavity with
urban jobs and tend to enter the kinlds of jobs with which they are fa-
miliar {n the.rargl sotting,  Both tend to adjust poorly to life in the

larye clties to which they are likely to mlgrate.

Thus, in both settings there is a clear need for an in~achool pro-
gram to supplement a weak rural educational system, rather than relying
upor the sciools for leadership in the rural youth program. In both re-
glons, however, the range of services varies so markedly that youths com-
ing from different communities require different kinds of services from
outside the community., The ideal project must allow for individualized

approaches to the problems of individuals and individual communities.

This can best be achieved by providing a wide range of components
from which the project director can choose those components that fill the
gaps in available services. The in-school progrum should make available
vocational training, occupatlional familiarization, counseling, office
skills courses, and special education in those communities where these
asp:cts of education are not provided by the schools. An individual
tralning plan should be developed for each in-school enrollee. The kinds
of components that would be made avallable to the enrollee through the
program would be dependent upon the kinds of services alrecady being pro-
vided by other local institutions, inczluding the schools.

I'madeduacies In local education should be reason for celigibility
for the fn-school propram. Thus, the concept of "disadvantaged" would

be broadened Lo include those pural youths who attend a school in which
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the total enrollment in grades 10, 11, and 12 is less than 100 (an average
of 33.3 or less per class) or who attend a school which has inadequate job
preparation for its students who are not going to college (no school coun=
selor -- elther tralned or untrained -- no job familiarization, lack of
relevant vocational courses, etc.). These nonpoverty "disadvantaged" en-
rollees would not be paia for participating in the program, nor would they

be placed in work experivnce slots.

Although outmigration from the rural community is not as extensive
as in the North Central states, a significant proportion of rural youths,
particularly blark youths, do move to the city. This pattern should be
recognized, and one of the objectives of any rural youth program in the
Southeast should be to aid rural youths in making the transition from
rural to urban living 1f that is their choice. Occupational familiarixa=
tion and occupational counseling should be aimed at both urban and fural
jobs. A component should be provided to familiarize the enrollee with
urban living.

A student should not have to drop out of school to obtain meaning-
ful vocational training. Skill training should be a program component
that can be utilized in rural communities that cannot provide such train-
ing in the school. The training should result in the development of mar~
ketable skills that are not tied to special local employment conditions.

It is neither necessary nor desirable that every enrollee be en-
gaged in a work experience situation. The failure to show any signifi-
cant relationship between part-time work while in high school and either
finding a job after high school or success on the job implies a need to
reassess the value of this program componént. The primary role of work
experience in an in-school program for rural youths in the Southeast
should be as a mechanism to provide income supplements; in an in-school
program the primary purpose of these supplements should be to provide
enough money to prevent youths from dropping out of schopl for lack of

clothing, fees, or other minor expenses,
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R S R E R BRI o erierce stots in publie settings i very
Liwdt o 0o vaval diceas, I torfoy Tor available work experience slots
saoaid Beoativen to thoes s vouths tren o lies with the very lowest in-
comese e Lk of G avai Lo waors carevicnee siot should not limit
corollocat it Othor node cfd conpenents o the program, however,
Every efiort sl te made Lo Locrease the number of work experience
slots avaitable for lowsincor youlhs i the in-school program. Current
poalicies showid be chansed to allow a listted nmeber of work vxpuricncé
slots in private settiugs, particularly it the work cxperience can be

shown to be d. ety relevant to the enrollee's occupatioral goals,

Because of the large nueher of dropouts that occur at the comple=-
tion of the &th grade, the rural youth in-school program should cover all
elghth-graders, by providing a limited work experience component and an
intEnJuctlur to the nonacadenic offerings, partlicularly the occupation-
related courses and services of their local high school. The work ex-
perience cormponent for this age group would require a chaage in current

policius,

In part, the in-school program would be an educational program, in
tnat it would provide many services normally provided by an urban school
system.  The program would have two rajor objectives: to prevent school
aropouts, and to prepare thosz who do not drop out to compete more effec-
tively with their urban peers after they complete high school, either in
the labor rarket or in advanced education. In view of the well-established
relationsilp betwren lack of formal education and unemploynent, these two
odjectives really are reduced to one; the objective 18 the same as that
of providing skill training to the school dropout -- to eventually improve
the enrollee's competitive position in the labor market. It does not make
sense, then, to distinguish between an "educational program for in-school

tralnees and a "manpower tralning" program for out-of-school enrollees.

[n the North Central states, the value of an out-of-school program
for rural youths 19 dovbtful, Few drop out of school, and many of those

who do not drop out leave for the city Immediately. In an experimental
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project in Nebraska, lowa and Minnesota that covers a rural area as large
as southern New England, we have located so few dropouts who are not em-
ployed that an economical out-of-school project is not feasible. This is
‘not the case i{n the rural Southeast., There are more dropouts, and fewer

of the dropouts leave their rural communities to live elsewhere.

Hecause of the very strong relationship in the Southeast between
poverty and dropping out of school, 1t should not be assumed that the
school dropout has less ability than his peers who did not drop out.

First priority for the overall program should be given to ﬁteveut-
ing school dropouts; second priority should be given to returning the
dropouts to school. If these efforts fail, it - is essential to have an
out-of-school program that emphasizes skill training as preparation for
an entry level job. The present NYC-II program, with minor modification,
seems appropriate. The modification should be in the direction or empha=-
sis, not in the content of the program. It should be recognized that the
present high dropout rate from schools in the rural parts of the Southeast
is not part of a nationwide rural trend. It seems doubtful that any out-
of-school program can make the rural dropout from a Southern school com=
petitive with the rural high school graduate from the North when they both
move to the same city. The out-of-school enrollee should be made aware of
this fact. Every effort should be made to 'graduate" him back into the
formal educational system rather than into the labor force.

If the out-of-school program and the in-school program are properly
coordinated, much might be achieved toward this end. The kind of in-school
program outlined above has the possibility of enriching the offerings of
the rural school so they will be attractive to the dropout. If the out~
of-school enrollee left school for lack of money, an in-school work ex-
perience slot can be arranged. The school dropout should be made aware
that with a GED certificate he can "skip" returning to high school and go
fmmediately {nto college or vocational/technical school if he has the abile-
fty. The GED should be given more emphasis than at present.
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APPENDIX C

THE METHODS USED IN THIS STUDY
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& THE BETRms UStD Li ThIS Sillov

Sauipling Tecnnicue

.« < el e

The sampling technlque used in this study is designed to ensure
that a emall sample will be representative of a larger popuintion, with
regpact to one or more relevant variables, This "Controlled Sclection
technique has been outlined in detail by Kish.,” Basicully, the pro-
cedurc consists of dividing the total population into equal strata with
respect to rank order on some relevant variable, and then further divid-
ing the population within each stratum in relation to one or more addi-
tional relevant variables, Lach stratum is thus divided into cells;
all the observations within a cell are similar with respect to the rele=-
vant variables, The actual selection is done by randomly picking
patterns which dictate the cell that will be entered in each stratum,
Then a table of random numbers is used to pick a member from within each
cell., (Although highly simplified, the above description covers the

major aspects of the procedure,)

The variables used to ensure the selection of a representative
cross section of rural counties were: population per square mile, pro-
portion of nonwhite population, and net population change., All of the
non-Appalachian rural counties in the southeastern states of North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Ceorgla, Alabama and Mississippl were divided
into two equal stréta on the basis of population per squarc mile, With-
in these strata, the counties were further classified by population
mix and net population change, This resulted in the following 16-cell
frequency table,

*
Klsh, Leslie, Survey Sarnling, John Wiley and Sons, New York, 1965,
(pp. 491-495)

I
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Net Population Change
"’1303 0 to +1302 0 to -909 -1000+
Low
1 8 S 30
Low population nonvhite
upor 8q. mile High
nonvhite 0 1 15 54
o el | 22 17 14 23
High population white
per sq. mile 4 4
gh
nonvhite b 3 14 25

Pollowing this procedure outlined above, 16 rural counties were
selected to be studied. These 16 counties are described in Table C-1.

Table C-1

The 16 Rural Counties Included in che Study

Population X
County State Pop/sq.mi. Change Nonwhi #~
Bullock Alabama 18.8 -12.2 67
Greene Alabama 16.1 -21.7 75
Clay Georgia 18.2 -20.1 62
Tattnall Georgia 33.8 + 4.5 k) |
Treutlein Georgia 29.1 - 3.9 33
Pranklin Mississippi 14,1 -13.7 39
Leake Mississippi 29.2 - 8.4 39
Perry Mississippi 13.9 4+ 3.7 26
Sunflowver Mississippi 33.4 -19.0 63
Anson North Carolina 44.1 - 5.9 45
Bladen North Carolina 30.0 - 8.3 40
Nash North Carolina 108.7 - 3.1 36
Banberg South Carolina 39.1 - 2.0 L} )
Chester South Carolina 50.1 - 3.5 a9
Tlorence South Carolina 108.9 + 6.2 37
McCormick South Carolina 21.4 -7.8 60

- C-2 -
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Sample of Students

In each of the 16 rural counties, the names of all students en-
rolled in the 8th grade during the 1963-64 school year were obtained
from school records. Llong-term residents of these counties (selected
by the local school superintendents) were employed to determine, through
interviews and local r‘cords, the present home addresses of these stu-
dents.

The same local residents also obtained information about the
counties in which these students grew up and of the town in which the
students attended high school. They also obtained extensive informa-
tion about every high school in the county or city, including present
addresses of all persons who were staff members during the 1967-68
school year. The sample wao.then examined to restrict it to those who
remained in the county until age 16 and would have been eligible (dis-
regarding income) to enter an NYC project, had such a project been
operating in their community. The sample was further restricted through
elimination of those currently institutionalized, in the armed forces,
or deceased.

Of the eligible students, 2620 were selected randomly; addresses

were found for 1764 of them, and each was mailed a quootionnaire.* The
information solicited was concerned with the person's éarly history

(particularly those variables believed, on the basis of preliminary
interviews, to be important in successful transfer to the adult social .
and occupational enviromment), and with his experiences in school and
in the rural community, '

Those who were still enrolled in school at the time of the study
(summer of 1972) were asked about the kind of school they were attending,
the general type of course they were taking, their grade point average,
and the scope of their extracurricular activities. Those in the labor

®
See Appendix B for copies of all questionnaires used in this study.
- C=3 =
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force were asked nbout their cmplovment history, job-sceking expericnces

and social experiences,

The data obtained in the houe community axd those obtalned fron
the student questionnaire were combined for each subject, These data
werce analyzed to determine the degree to which cach of the factors
previously hypothesized to affect the success of rural youth is related

to the actual experiences of these voung adults.

Bv using different analytical approaches to thesc same data it
has been possible to determine the patterns of migration, higher edu-
cation, occupational choice, and residential choice that are prevalent
among young people from different kinds of rural settings, It has

been possible to determine whether the rural factors being studicd

have a differential eifect on the later expericnces of those who re-
mained in a rural setting, those who moved to a medium-sized city, and

those who migrated to a major metropolitan setting.

In our previous study of rural youth in the North Central states,
we had little dirficulty in locating our sample of young people, even
though over 80 percent had left their home counties., Most of the
young 6utmigrants maintained close personal ties back in their Pome

comnunities. Addresses were found for all but 3,2 percent of the

former students,

In contrast, in the Southeast we found that large numbers of
rural youths, both blacks and whites, leave their home towns and cut
all personal ties there. Whole families move and leave no information
about their destination, Of the 2620 young people in our original

sample, 856 (3z.7 percent) could not be traced, Their school class-

mates were asked if they had current addresses for these missing
youths and on-site contacts werc made with the local Post Office, local

schools, and those family members who remained in the community,

0200
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In rart, tiis difrievley in traciasy foraer studente was due to
extreaely bad reecerd keophy o by achool authorivies,  In oao connty, 50
vears of school vecovds were filed in 2lphabetical order rother thay
by gchool wear, In Lo ther county, the record carde frea 20 schools
wvere literally dueped in an unlighted basement in a large, unsorted
pile, vur field staff recoastructed lists of eiphth grade students
for the school year 1965-04, but the original records proved to be
very insccurate. In lieu of recorded addresses, it was found that
larse numbers of records threvehout the repion were marked "dropped

cut" or "records not available

Of those youths whose school records stated that they had "dropped
out", we found that a large preportion are not really dropouts; they
moved to other localities and continued their education, Amons those
youths who completed our questionnaire, 123 were carried as '"dropouts"
on local school records, We found that 32 of these 123 youths com-

pleted high school in other localitices; 12 actually attended college.

Assuning this same proportion of error with respect to the "drop-
outs'" who did not respond to our questionnaire, our respondents include
a representative proportion of youths who entered high school and then
dropped out, We did not receive a representative proportion of responses

from those who did not enter high school, however,

We were able to obtain personal data from only a very few of
those youths about whom the local school records state either '"dropped
out between &th grade and high school" or "high school records not
available'", For many, as noted above, we could not obtain any addresses,
Of those in this group for whom we obtained addresses (of unknown validity),
only 10 percent filled out a questionnaire, despite an offer of §5,00
for completing the questionnaire in each of three consecutive mailings.
This was no*t a sufficient sample response rate for reliable generali-

zatlons to be made about thig population. We therefore have limited this

- Ce5 =
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report to the results we oblafned concerning those youths who entered

high school,

The response rale wrong his latter group was 51 percent awmong
the vhite youths and 42 percent awong the black youths, The results
discussed in this veport must be interpreted as results of a nonrandom,
somehow biase! sample, We don't know exactly how this sample is
biased; we have a 4eneral indication that our results are about a more
able and better educated subsection of the population than the entire
‘population which a rural youth program in the Southeast must serve, We
have Lakcen this into account in describing a model program for the

Soutlieast,




APPENDIX D
OCCUPATIONS FAMILIAR TO RURAL YOUTH

Q 0203




APPIWDTIX D

O(.('” Y W ?U.\J }'..". r. .‘ lo A\s— \ wla OU‘”

Professicnal, Technical and Maecaperial Occupalions

Enginecring (surveyor, draftsman)

Medic/ne and kealth (Coctor, nurse, dentist, veterinarian, pharmacist)
Educutien (librarian)

Lav and jurisprodence (lawyer, judge, police chief)

Relizion (clevyyrian)

Entertaimnzent and recreation (actors, performers, coaches, radio and
television arnouncers)

Adninistrative specialists (accountants)
Manazers (manayer of retajl store, bank, small factory, or large farm;
national, state and local govermment officials)

Clerical aud Sales Occupations

Secrctarial and clerical (secretary, file clerk, typist, gencral office)
Accounting (bookkeeper for business or bank, bank teller and cashier)

Infornation and nmassage distribution (newspaper reporter, telephone
operator, telegraph operator, postran)

Sales (territory salesman, retall sales clerk, real estate salesman,
insurdnce salesman, auctioneer)
Service Occupations
Domestic service (day wurker, housckeeper, laundress, domestic maid,
yardman, domestic cook, nursemaid)

Food and beéver:s;e preparation and service (cook, waitress, bartender,
butcher, baliar, kitchen worker)

Lodging, (hotel or motel opcerator, boarding housekeeper)
Barbering, cosmutology (barber, beautician, embalner)

Apparel and ‘urnishings service (laundering, dry cleaning, shoe
rcpulnaan)

Protective service (fireman, policeman, guard, sheviff, military
servicenan)

Building service (Janitor)




Favain,, Ficherw, ool Forestry Qeens o lons “5‘ m‘
Fovming, (ol ory, famn ]uhﬁrér)
Fivbary and ferestue (oonnoovation eoont)
Hutane and dvipping (vooe wardoen, buter, teepper, cuide)
Agricultural sovvice (county cutension apent, blight and pest contyol
cccupaticps)

fachine Tradea Occupations

Metal workdng (eachiniet, welder, blacksmith)

Mechandie  and machivery vepaivmun (avte mechanic, farm machinery
ropadvien) '

Printing (meuspaper typesctter, pres:man)

0

Wood machining (cabinatraler, sanaill operator)

Benchworll Occupations
wepair of watchies and clocks (watch repairman)
Asscrbly and repailr of sheet metal products

Repair of clectrical cquipnent (telerione repairman, radio and
television repairman, clectrical appliance repairman)

Painting (brush painter, spray painter)

Textile fubrication (scamstress)
Structural Work Occupations

Metal fabrication (automo:ile budy man)
Electrical installing and vepair (electrician, lineman)

Building trades (brick and stone mason, plumber, roofer, carpenter,
painter, plasterer, paperhanger, cement finisher, excavating,
grading, paving)

Miscellaneors Occupations
Motor freight (truck driver, loader)

Transportation (bus driver, ticket agent)

Amusement, recreation, motion picture (ticket salus, usher, projectionist)

3 +
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